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The SPEAKKR took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EIMBERLEY HORSE
DISEASE.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Have the investigations into
“Kimberley Horse Disease™ (or *Walka-
hout”) been completed? 2, What is the re-
sult? 3, What method = proposed for com-
hating the disvase?

Houn. H. MILLEXGTON (Honorary Min
ister}, for the Minister for Agrieulture, re-
plied: 1, The praetical field experimenis
have terminated with very gratifving vesnlis,
2, A detailed oflicial report will he published
in due eourse. After nine months' systematie
feeding experiments at TPitzroy Crossing
the investizators are ahout to demonstrate
conelusively that “Walkabout” disease is
actually produced in healthy hurses by pro-
Tonged feeding on a plant known as Atalaya
{commonly ealled “Whitewond”)}. 3, Bradi-
cation of the plant responsible—at frst from
the horse padedocks, and then, as practieahle,
from the remainder of (he stations.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

THE PREMIER (Hon.
Boulder} 14.37]: T move—

That during the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so far as
to enable Bills to be introdueed without notice,
and te be passed through their remaining
stages on the same day, and all messages from
the Legiglative Council to be taken into con-
sideration on the day they are received.
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This is the usual motion when the end of
the session is approaching. The session, it
iz hoped, will close next week; and in order
that Bills may go forward to another place
without delay, it is neecessary that they
should pass through all their stages here
in one day. Apart from the measures now
on the Notiee Paper, it is not intended to
bring down any others, with one small ex-
ception; so that the carrying of the mnotion
will not interfere with the diseussion of Bills.
TPurther, I give an nssurance that advantage
will not be taken of the carrying of the
motion to foree through any Bill on which
the House desires full diceusston.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.381: | have no objection whatever
to the motion; indeed, 1 welcome it I no
other Bills arv te come down.,  The carrying
ol the motion will obviate considerable de-
iy, and | think all members agreee that if
the ses-ion can be elosed Ly the end of nest
week we shall he relieved.  The Premier
has stated that advantage will not he taken
of the suspen<ion of the Standing Orders.
11 it i~ necessary to introduce other Bills
than those now eontemplated, then nalurally
the PPremier will allow the Tlouse (ime ro
look intla (hem.

CQnestion put and passed.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

All Stages.

On motion hy the Premier, Bill introduced
and read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon P. Collier—
Boulder) [4.40] in moving the second read-
ing said: The object of this small Bill is to
ingrease the number of Ministers from six
to eight. Tt will be within the knowledge of
the House that the number of Ministers has
not been increased since the passing of the
Constitation Act of 1899; so that for all
those vears the numerieal strength of Min-
isters has remained the same. It will be
reecognised at once that the work of admin-
istration and of the departments has grown
enormously during the past 28 years. It is
merely trne to say that at the end of the
last century we were almost at the beginning
of things, and that in the interim the work
of government in all directions has inereased
greatly. The number of departments or sub-
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departments has almost multiplied; and if
it was necessary to have six Ministers to ad-
minister the country in those days, it is
necessary to have al least eight now,

Mr. I, B. Johnston: Will yon have the
two Honorary Ministers in addition?

The PREMIER: No.
AMr. Murshall: That is optional, anyhow,

The PREMIER: The appointinent of
Honerary Ministers is purely a matter for
the Government to deecide. However, it is
not intended to continue the present number
of Honorary Ministers. As a matter of faet,
it has been possihle to acecomplish the work
of government for many years past, only
with the assistance of Honorary Ministers.
F do not regard the prineiple of appointing
Honorvary Ministers as sound, and there is
no reason why the State should not provide
the namber of Ministers needed, and al-n
the funds needed, instead of Parliament be-
ing furnished with the services of Honorary
Ministers, who, of course, in most cases. nre
assisted or paid by portfolio Ministers. That
has hern the custom or practice for many
vears past. 1 have not gone into figures,
hut there is noe doubi whatever that the
number of {hose in the Public Ser-
vier engaged in  administering the var-
ious departments has mudtiplied four or
five times during the past 30 vears
or sp. One need only have repard fo
the Lands Department, which was a verv
small thing 30 years ago. The work of that
department alone entails three.or four times
the effort that it did when the last increase
of Ministers was made. The same remarh
applies to the Agricultural Department: in-
deed, T doubt whether that department ex-
isted in those days. Turning to the Work-
Department, we see that the professionnl
staff bas increased greatly, and the wark
carried out by the department has of conrse
inereased enormously. Seo, too, with the Rail
way Department, both as regards mileage
opened, business transacted, and operations
generally; there have been immense increases
during the intervening years. The Migration
Department, which hag been established dur-
ing the past four or five years, of itself re-
quires the services of a Minister solely,
without any other duties to perform. So we
are not asking anything unreasonable when
we say the number of Ministers ought to he
incressed. In 1899, when the last inerease
was made, there were no trams in either
Perth or Fremantle, in fact the Royal Miu!
was opened in that year, and the Bill author-
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ising the construction of the goldfields water
scheme passed the House in the sume ycar.
In that year too, the Chamber of Manufac-
turcs was formed for the first time, and the
first eonference of that body was held in the
same year.

Hon, W. J. George: I was the first 1*resi-
dent.

The PREMIER: Then the hon. member
will remember that it was in 1899 that body
was formed, and the first conference way
held. The first trades union conference in
Western Australia was held at Coolgzardie
in 1899,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: In 1808.

The PREMIER: The “Year Book” gives
it as 1899, The Queen’s Hall was opencd in
that year. I merely mention these matters as
showing that we were at the beginning of
things in 1899.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Women’s dvesses
were a bit longer in those days.

The PREMIER: Yes. the men of those
daxs have my svinpaihy.

Mr. Wilson: Dresses or addresses?

Mr., Panton: The addresses made in this
House were shorter than they are to-day.

The PREMIER: The State has spread out
and developed in all directions sinee then.
There were no State trading concerns in
those days.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : By Heavens, no!

The PREMIER: There again we have
ereatly increased work,  To-day we have
the tramway system of Perth controlled by
Ministers, and we have our shipping systen
and all the other State trading eoncerns.

Hon. W. J. George: There were no motor
cars in those days.

The PREMIER: No. I can imagine that
in those days the Ministers were not o over-
worked as Ministers have been in recent
vears. Then, too, that was prior to the
establishment of the Commonwealth. In fact,
the “Year Book” tells us that in the yeu:
1899 8Bir John Forrest and his collengues
left for the Eastern States to attend a 17ed-
eral Convention. It is rather interesting to
know that all these events occurred in that
one venr. It seems to have been n notable
year in the beginning of things in Western
Australia. In that same year we extended
the franchise to women. Certainly the State
has expanded since then, and I am sure n»
member of the House who has had experi-
ence of ministerial office will decline to
readily admit that the work has got heyond
the capacity of any six men. T{ has been
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only by working day and night and Satur-
days and Sundays that Ministers have been
able to keep anything like abreast of theiv
work. That kind of vconomy is false
economy. The work the Ministers have to
do i3 so important to the people of the State
Lbut there should be ample time in which to
consider all the problems and guestions {hat
coiiec belore us. To enable that to be done
there wust be a satficient number of Minis-
ters. To race through the work because of
lack of time costs the State, in a number of
directions, many times more than the amount
of salaries invelved by the proposed increast
in nomber.

Ar. Mann: Your Honorary Ministers have
had io do a full-time job.

The PREMIER: Of course they have had
to work the smine time as Ministers. The
Government would not have been able to
carry on their work during the past three
years with six Ministers alone; at all events
not as it onght to he done. We have heen
able to get through our work only because
there has been a team of nine. If it is fonnd
that the work of administration requires the
attention of eight or nine men, the State
shonld see thev are paid for it, just as ordin-
ary Ministers.

Hoan. Sir James Mitchell : There should not
be Honorary Ministers.

The PREMIER: No, the prineiple is not
too sound.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: Yon will want
& Message for this,

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Do yon think it is neces-
sary to have Ministers at all? Don’t you
think the departmental heads conld do the
work?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
wonder.

The PREMIER: Of course, without the
great assistance rendered to Ministers by the
departmental heads and other responsible
officers in the various departments, it would
he altogether impossiblc to do the work.
No Minister could make himself thovoughly
acquainted with all the papers and doen-
ments that come hefore him. Of course
much assistance is rendered hy those whose
work it is to aid Ministers in matters of
administration, T move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate ndjourned until a later stage of the
sitting.

I sometimes

BILL—UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT
ACT AMENDMENT.

First Reading.

On motion by the Premier, Bill intro-
duced and read a first time.

Sceond Reuding.

THE PREMIER (Hon. I'. Collier—
Boulder) [4.54] in moving the second read-
ing said: This is a short Bill, which bas for
its purpose the granting of power to the
Senate of the University to dispose of and
gell the endowment lands now in their pos-
session, mainiy in the suburbs of TPerth and
Fremantle, and to invest the money in city
or other property whieh will bring the
TUniversily un annual ineome. T think 1 ean
best stale the ease for the Bill by reading a
brief note supplied to e by the Senate
of the Unjversity, as follows:—

In 1904 the Weostern Australian Government
regerved 4,146 acees 88 a University endow-
ment. The grenter part of thny (4,188 acres)
consists of Perth suburban lots, and there are
also 20 small ¢ountry tfownsite hlocks, The
University cannot sell these tnwds, hut cun
leuse them for 21 years, or with the approval
of the Governor in Couneil for 99 years. The
University has in the past subdivided four of
these arcas, at Subinco, Daglish, Claremont,
and Spearwood respeetively, in the hope of
letting building leascs, but has only succeeded
in letting about six bloeks, which hring in only
a few poumds per annum, It is elear that
people will not take Dbuilding leases in the
metropolitan arca, where they can still readily
obtain frechold. The Iast valuation that the
Trniversity had made, about U years ago,
showed the suburban lands to be worth over
£72,000. RBut the income derived from these
lands in 1926 was only £798, If portions nf
the lands eould be sold from time to time as
oceasion offers, nnd the net proceeds were n-
veated in wity property, which would be ecasier
to manage and retnrn a steady income, the
University would be Dbetter off and the State,
which provides the bulk of the University’s in-
come, would he propertionately rclieved.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: And this land
would be freed, too.

The PREMIER: Yes, that is a point.
The note continues—

A sharp contrast is afforded near Daglish
railway station, where the Government readily
gold its land, but the University lots arc in
very little demand. Tt is not proposed to in-
elnde in the Bill Cockburn Sound Loeation 549,
congisting of 2.300 acres, which is heing
planted with pines under an agreement with
the Forcstry Department, Neither it i3 pro-
posed to scll all the other lands, parts of which
will be wanted for University purposes, but
only such portions of them us have a pgood
market value, and will not be wanted for TTni-



versity purposes. Neveral of the metropolitan
rond boards and mumicipalities have asked to
have such a Bil) introduced as they consider
that pertions of the endvwment lands are block-
ing Jevelopment, namely, the Claremont Road
Board, the Claremont Couneil, apd the Fre-
mantle and Spearwood Road Boards, There
is no attempt to evade the provisions of the
original Eadowmwent Act, as the net proceeds
of ihe sale are to be used for purchasing, as
oceasion offers, city land and property which
is to be used strietly for cndowment purposes.
And here is a motion upanimously adopted
by the Senate of the University on the 21at
of this month—

That the DPremier be agked to introduce a
short Rill into Parlinment to epuble the Uni-
versity to sell eertain of its suburban endow-
ment lunds ag set out below, or such portivns
thereaf as the University Senate may from
timne to time determine, on the condition that
the uet proeceds from sueh sales be devoted
to the puvehase of lands within the ity of
Perth, t1ogether with uany  building erested
thereon, or for the crection of buildings on
lnwd already owned by the University, pro-
vided thut sueh lands and buildings are used
fur revonue-protineing purposes only, is per-
mahent endouwment for the Univergity upon the
same trusts as the present endowment lands
ar. hell,

So the money may not be used for build-
ing purposes, but is to he held on the same
eonditions as the trust hulds land to-day.

Hon, @. Taylor: They would not be able
to sell (ke Luildines and jand they purchased,
any more than they ean sell what we have
already given them,

The PREMIER: No, they cannot be sold;
they are endowient.

Mr. Thomson: They will be able to erect
buildinps on them,

The PREMIKKR: Yes, and lease them, as
they have power to lease the existing en-
dowment lands.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They will have
to alter that clause, because if they have
shops they will have to let them on shorter
periods than 99 years or even 21 years.

Hon. @. Taylor: Yes, it will be necessary
for thein to make the leases short,

The PREMIER: Yes, I suppose it will
be. With eity property it will be necessary
for them to make shorter leases. I think
it is a very desirable proposition. With
so much land available for residential pur-
poses urcund the outlying portions of Perth
and Fremantle, it will be several generations
before these endowment wnds ecan be of any
value to the University. They are lying idle
to-day. They are hampering development
in the suburbs in which they are sitvated,
and of eourse they are producing no rates
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for the local authorilies. So, in the
interests of the local ratepayers and
of the local authorities and in the
interests of the University itself, I

think the exchange—for thai is all it is
—it is proposed to make should be allowed.
Of course the University Senate will dis-
pose of only such lands as suit their pur-
puse, and only at such times as prices are
favourable. The power to sell will assist
them in the immediate fulure by enabling
them to obtain annual revenues from eity
properties such as they would be unable to
obtain from the endowment lands for many
years, and the local governing bodies will
be assisted by reason of the faet that
residences will be built on the land and
will be taxable. There is no differcnce of
opinion amongst members vl the senate as
to the desirability of the action proposed,
and so L commend the Bill to the House.
I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [3.1]: The matter of the University
Senate having power to sell endowment
lands was mentioned to me on several
occasions when L wos in eflice, particularly
by the loeal authorities. Lt seems a pity
that when the e¢ndowment lands wers
granted to the University it wos not enrly
enough to grant some main street land in
the city of DPerth, whieh land would have
l.een of great value to-day. The University
endownient lands will not he of real value
for vears, and they ean be made of real
value only by realising them and investing
the money as suggested. [t is quite true
that the progress of snburbs is being held
up by reason of the University holding
those endowment lands. In this country
people will not erect residences on lense-
held land, and I do not blame them. It is
enstomary to have freehold, and everybody
wants freehold. No maiter how long the
term or how low the price of a lease may
be, leasehold is not favomred. TFor that
reason I am glad the University Senate
are to have the right to sell the land and
invest the money in something that will
return them an annual revenue. The land
mentioned by the Premier, particularly the
bloek ountside of Fremantle, will come
under the same conditions as the other
lands. We must not force people to live
further from the business eentres than is
absolutely necessary. Both Perth and Fre-
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mantle are growing, and the University
lands are needed for residential purposes.
I hope that portion of the land at any rate

will be made availalile when there is need .

for residential sites. There is no reason
why people should live far from their
work. but the endowment lands are su
sitnated that their use has not been avail-
able for residential purposes, and so people
have been forced to go further afield. Tt
was a fine thing when the endowment lands
were granted years ago, but if the Uni-
versity Senafe can realise on them and in-
vest the money in some revenue-earning
securilies, no one ean objeet. We cannot
afford to have land held out of use, and
this land is all-important. It is difficult
for the local authovities to maintain roads
through land that is not being utilised.

The Premier: Tt is o scrious matter to
some of them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCELELL : Yes.
Without this weasure the endowment lands
could be treated only under a system of
tenure that is not popular, and I do not
think it ever will he popular in our time.
If I read the Aet aright, the Bill will need
amending, bui perhaps that can be done
in another place. The trustees will need
the right to lease their buildings under
ordinary c_onditions.

The Premier: Under Section 7 they may
lease for any term not exceeding 21 years.
T thought the term was for not less than
21 years. They may also, with the consent
of the Governor-in-Council, lease land for
99 years.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Then
that will be quite satisfactory. The Bill
provides that the senate must obiain the
consent of the Governor-in-Conneil te sell.

The Premier: [ think that is & necessary
precantion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: So do
1, because the sales may extend over years,
and the personnel of the senate may
change considerably, A future senate may
not hold the views that are our views,

The Premier: That is so.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Members
shounld weleome the Bill as something that
will he of advantage not only to the Uni-
vergity but to the city of Perth and to
Fremantle.

The Premier: It will release a number
of very desirable residential sites.
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Ilon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
land that ought not to be held out of use.

The 1'remicr: The eouncil of the Royal
Agricultural Society want o big portion ot
thol endowment.

Hon, Sir JAMES MIUTCLLELL @ Yes,
beautifully situated land is being held out
ol use, and that is not right. I support
the secand reading.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) {56]: I
think we ean all =npport the request of the
Criversity Senate. It is certuinly n business
propusal put up by bu<iness men. I agree
with the vemarks made by the Premier and
the Leander of the Opposition. The granting
of endownmient lands in the earlier days was
a wise provision.

Hon. (. Taylor: We knew what we were
doing in 1904 T was a very intelligent
House then.

Mr. Richardson:
proved sinee.

Mr. THOMSOXN: It was a wise provision
to set aside lands for endowment purposes.
I should like to see the principle extended
to other parts of the Slate. Western Austra-
lia is n growing Slate, and while [
recognise that the blocks in question should
lie sold in order that the University Senate
may eoncentrate their secorities in the
eity, | hope the Government, when laying
ouf new areas, will bear in mind that
endowmentls might be mude fLor hospitals
and other purposes.

Of course, it hag im-

MR. RICHARDSON (Subiaco} [5.7]: I
support the second reading. I may point
out that 1 perhaps am nore particularly in-
terested in the measure than is any other
individual member. I am fortunate or unfor-
tunate in haviog so much of the University
endowment land in the territory T repre-
sent. From time to time the Claremont Road
Board and the Subineo Municipal Couneil
have endeavoured by means of exchange
throngh the Government—the only way to
do it—to secure some of the endowment
lands, becanse the endewment lands granted
in the early days were certainly selected spots.
To-day they are probably amongst the finest
huilding sites in the metropolitan area. Loceal
governing bodies have heen hampered by
reason of the endowment lands intervening
and preveniing the econstruetion of throngh
roads, and people who decided to settle he-
vond have heen inconvenienced. Apart fram
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the Faet that endowment lands are nof rate-
able, the local authorities have lost in many
other directions because people would not

settle beyond the endowment lands, know- -

ing there wus no reasonable prospect of get-
ting through voads. One instanee I may men-
tion is a strip of endowment land between
the Daglish estate, which was opened up by
the present Government, and Jolimont. More
partientarly did that hamper the people of
doltmont. 1 ain plensed that the Senate
of the University have at las{ consented to
sell some of that land, and I am glad that
the (evernment have introduced the Bill

Question put and passed.

Bill read o second time.

In Commiltee, etc.

Bill passed throngh Committee withont
debatle, reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

Head a third time and transmitted to the
Conneil,

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX.

Conncil’s Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
vead notifying that it was willing, while the
matter now in dispute between the two
Tlouses was sub judice, to consider messages
{rom the Assembly pressing requests for con-
currence in Bills which the Couneil mnight
not amend.  The Council further notified
that it had agreed 1o the Bill without amend-
ment,

[on. (3. Taylor:

The Premicr: The Bill has been passed.

Where are we now?

BILL-MEEEATHARRA-WILUNA
RAILWAY.

Iirst Reading.

Mtroduced by the Minister for Railways
and read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. C, Willeock—Geraldton) [3.16] in
maving the second reading said: This is a
very important Bill. It marks an alteration
in the poliey of the State with regard to rail-

[ASSEMBLY.)

way construetion, inasmuch as for the pasc
10 or 12 years we have been concentrating
more than anything else upon the construc-
tion of railways in agricultural areas. This
proposul takes us buck to the period we oc-
cupied some 20 years ago, when we were
making every possible endcavour to encour-
age the development of the mining in-
dusiry.  While everyone deplores the
decadence of mining, it will he agreed
that nothiny more could have been done
hy successive Governments to resuscitate
the industry. Now, however, by the in-
troduetion of the Bill for the coustruction
of this railway, we have the opportunity
to do something to place mining on a
more definite footing than it has cccupied
for the past 10 or 12 years. About
15 years ago Wiluna had produced about
£1,000,000 worth of gold, but it hag re-
mained practieally dormant for many yeors.
Some four or five years ago a company went
into the mafter and found by geological and
other data tbat cousiderable wealth awaited
exploitation there. The company recognised
that it was useless to endeavour to cxploit
this vast anviferons wealth without the neces-
savy railway eommunieation that would be
required to keep down the eost of producing
the zold. Before nny attempt was made to
develop the mine a letter was written to the
Teader of the previous Government asking
if, presuming cirenmstances warranted it, the
Government would promise to bnild a rail-
way. I have the original letter Mr. MeDer-
mott wrote to Sir James Mitchell when Pre-
micr. I do not intend to quote it all, but
there are two or three passages it would be
well that T should read. The position was
that the eompany were not prepared to go
on with the exploitation of the gold in the
mine without the promise of railway faeili-
ties. Tn putting up the request Mr.
MeDermott said—

The gold and base metal industry of West-
et Australia has been sinking with alarming
regularity for some years. A feeling of Gov-
ernment indifference to the State mining in-
terests hag bheen steadilvy growmg amongst
mining investors, particularly in London, so
much s that large sums of eash capital earned
by mining companiezs operating in Western
Australin have been invesied in other ecoun-
tries, and particularly within the Iast two
years in Canada. Many of the lending direc-
tors of Westralinn mining companies are join-
ing Canndian mining beards and, should this
drift he allowed to continue, interest in West-
ern Australian mining will soon eccase alto-

gether.  Tn sueh an event o tremendous con-
certed effort by the Government and people
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of Western Australia would be required to
regalvanise a favourable opinion in outside
investors, Such an opinion is essential to, and
can alene seeure the supply of the large sums
of capital pecessary to re-cstablish the pros-
perity of the State mining industry. It might
never he able to be revived, no matter what
effort is put forward, omee the interest of
the leaders and investors in the industry, who
were attracted by the great Coolgardie gold
rush, have finally severed their connection aud
interest with Westralian mining.

He goes on to say the company was very
pleased o vecognise the interest which the
then Government took in the development
of the mining industry, and said it ecompared
favourably with the action the Government
took in regard to reducing the cost of water
to the mining companies operating on the
Golden Mile.  Ye procceded by giving a
promise that—

Subjeet to your Government promising to
introduce when ecalled upon by me as a Gov-
eruzent measure, which will be accorded your
fullest support, n Bill autnorising the exten-
sion of the existing railway line to the Gwalla
consolidated group of leases, Lake Way, and
passing through the townsite of Wiluna, the
ronte to be at the selection of your Govern-
ment, and the building of the railway to be-
gin immediately the Bill has reccived the ap-
proval of Parliament, 1 am authorised to state
thut my principals in London are prepared to
form a company te purchase, work and equip
with noeessary treatment plant, the said leases
now under option to me at Lake Way, and
provide n cash capital of not less than
£300,000, whieh money will be spent entirely
in the interests of the company within the State
of Western Australia.

That letter was sent to Sir James Mitchell,
the Premier of the day, who replied in the
following terms:—

I am in reecipt of your letter of the 12th
instant, asking that a Bill be introduced to
Parlinment authorising the extension of the
eXisting railway line to the Gwalia consoli-
dated group of mining leases at Lake Way,
passing through the townsite of Wiluna, and
in reply have to advise yom that when the
Minister for Mines certifies that the develop-
ment at this mine justifies the construetion of
a light line, I’arliament will be asked to auth-
orise the expenditure, but this information
must not be used for fotation purposes. All
details in connection with development work
that may be nccessary to enable the Minister
to igsue his certificate must be subjeet to ar-
rangement with him.  The Government will
welecome the discovery of mining fields of suffi-
cient value to justifv the provigions of trans-
port facilities. Further, it will be a fortunate
day for the State when the Minister can ecer-
tify as above.

The position remained unaltered for some
time, although considerable sums of money
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were spent by the conpany in the develop-
ment. In the weantime a change of Gov-
ernment oecurved. The company then wrote
to the Hon. 1> Collicr, the Premier, asking
lumi for an expression of opinion from the
(tovernment with regard to the reguest that
had previously heen made to Sir James
Mitehell.  The Premier sent the following
fetter in reply:—

With reference to Sir James Mitchell’s let-
ter of the 22nd September, 1923, regarding
the provision of an extension of an existing
ruilway line to the Gwalia consoliduted group
of gold mining leases at Lake Way, I have
to advigse yon that the matter has received
the eonsideration of the (fovernment, who are
prepared to endorse the undertakings therein
expressed.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: We are all in
it.

The MINISTER #OR BAILWAYS: Yes.
Sinee then bores have been put down and
values have been determined. The report of
the State Mining Enginecr, Mr. Montgom-
ery, has been laid on the Table of the House.
1 do not know whether members have per-
used it all, but I will read one or two ex-
tracts that have an important bearing on
the proposal. Mr. Mongomery states—

On the whole the bores may he said to eon-

firm the evidener of the levels, and show that
like values exist to the lowest depths attained
by them, so that the conclusions as to size and
valee of the orve-bodies in the proved levels
may be expeeted o hold good to seven or
cight hundred feet at any rate, giving a rea-
sonable probability of life for the mine at an
ountpit of 300,000 tong annually above the
800 feet level for something like ten years,
There is no repson apparent why the Indes
should npot persist to like depths ag at Eal-
goortic without much diminution of average
values,
Being assured as to the values by what is
contained in Mr. Montgomery's report, the
ecompany ask that the promise of the rail-
way shall be fulfilled. Even if no
promise had been given or asked for, on the
report presented to the Honse by the State
Mining Engineer, sufficient justification ex-
ists for the building of the line. Members
wonld get a very good idea of the position
if they would read that report. The sum-
mary of that document does not occupy very
mueh space, and T will now proeeed to quote
from it. MMr. Montgomery says—

The Wilrna  Mines Limited’s proposition
hag now been well proved, The lodes are long
and wille. They have provided 340,711 tons
of are from nbive the 100 feet level, return-
ing £365,604 worth of gold, and it now proved
that good are cxtonds heyond the limits of
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the older workings, so that there is strong
probability that the output from the first 100
feet will not be less than 400,000 tons, The
diamond drill boring which has been done
gives good grounds for believing that the size
and value will continue much the same for an-
other 500 feet in depth. There is mno visible
geologieal reason why they should not continue
to like depths as the Kalgoorlic lodes, and
have a similar life of not lesa *han, say, 25
years.

1 the eompany can produce anoually
300,000 tons of ore valued at abont €2 «
ton, spread over 25 years, it means, on Mr.
Montgomery’s report, there is no reason why
the wealth produced should not come to at
least £15,000,000. Mr. Montgomery goes on
to say--

Other mines at Wiluna, not at present work-
ing, have produced to end of 1926, a further
amount of 197974 tons of ore, returning
122,065 fine ounces of gold of value £518.133,
bringing the total production of the field to
538,687 tons of ore returning 225,220 ounces
of fine gold, of value £1,083,737, showing that
the company’s mines are not by any means
the only ones in the distriet, and that if the
field be revived there is great promise that a
further large production of gold will come
from leases uther than those of the Wiluna
Mines, Limited.

Some peaple have expressed doubl as to the
metallurgical treatment of the ore in this
partieular distriet. «On that partieular point
Mr. Montgomery says—

There is no reasen te fear any unusual
metallurgical difficulty in getting a quite satis-
factory extraetion of gold from the Wiluna
ore. Tt is expected that concentration by flota-
tion followed by roasting and cyaniding of
the concentrates can be made to give an cven
better and cheaper cconomieal result than the
standard sulphide trentment by roasting the
whole of the ore hefore cyaniding, but the lat-
ter ean be relied on for very satisfactory re-
sults if flotation shonld not eome up to ex-
pectations.

Even if the new proeess ¢f oil flotation is
not suecessfnl, the ordinary process of sand
and sulphide treatment by roasting and ey-
aniding can be relied upon to give satis-
factory commereial results. Members will no
doubt require to he reassured with regord
to the company itgelf. Mr. Montgomery
spys—

The company is understood to have very
strong financial support uble to provide de-
velapment and equipment of the minca in the
most cfficient manner, provided that the Gov-
ernment will give connection with the State
railway system.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : Have the Gov-
ernmenf satisfied themselves upon that
point?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, they have done so. Mr. Montgomery
proceeds—

The company s operations will reyuire the
employment of about 800 men, and will give

the town of Wiluna a population of about
4,000 persons.

I do pot think anyone can suggest that Mr,
Montgomery is a man who is alarmingly op-
timistic. He does not go in for wild-cat
proguostications, or anything of a starthing
variety. He generally gets down to bedrock
before muking sany recorumendations.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He is a hard-headed
eantious Scotchman.

The MINISTER }FOR RAILWAYS: He
says—

In my opinion the prospects of the Wiluna
ficld urgently demand very early construction
of a railway to it, the earlier the better, and
there is a very good prospect that the line wilt

make g substantial improvement in railway
revenue and be profitable to the State.

1 could quote u lot more from the State Min-
ing Engineer’s report, but 1 think sufficient
has been read to satisfy the House that in
the opinion of our highest departmental gro-
logieal cxpert the State would be well ad-
vised to provide the railway required for
this loeality. With regard to the capital at

the disposal of the eompany, or its
finaneial  resources, according to the
“West Australian” of the 15th Novem-
her, the mine superintendent, Mr.
Nowland, stated to the Ratway Ad-
visory Board that the company had

expended approximately £200,000 on devel-
opmental work and expected to have to ex-
pend another £300,000 before the mine wonld
be properly equipped. It is probable that
the capital required will be at least £500,000,
The company’s general superintendent, Mx.
Vail, has stated that there will be no diffi-
culty nhout raising the necessary money but
no written official pronouncement on the
point has heen issued by the company. The
company’s chairman in hiz letter to the Pre-
mier said that at that date—that was about
six months ago—the company had spent ap-
proximately £150,000 and was supplying an-
other £250,000. The information dealing with
this matter is nine months later, and still
later figures quite eonfirma the earlier ones,
taking this year’s expendifure into account.
The Mines Department files show that the
Agent General reported from London that
the directors of the company there had
stated that the amount 5f money put nup us
at the 16th June last was £350,000, and that
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they intended to raise a turther £200,000,
making a total of £550,000. Thus from all
these different sources we find that a very
considerable sum of money has been made
available.

Hon. Sir Jumes Mitchell : There musi have
been a considerable smmn.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yos.

The Minister for Mines: At the mine they
have over a miilion tons of ore bloeked out.

Hon. G, Taylor: That is not raised.

The MINISTER FOR RATLAWAYS: No,
the shafts have been sunk and the other
workings put in ready for the ore to he
taken ont. There are about 120 men em-
ployed on the mine at present doing purely
developmental work, When the mine is fully
eqnipped between 800 and 1,000 men will
be employed. As it has not been settled
definitely what type of treatment plant will
be used at Wiluna, it eannot yet be estimated
more than very approxinately what tonmage
of machinery will he rvequited o equnip
the mine. 1t will probably  be  not
less than from 5000  to G000 ton-
In dealing with it from that standpoint it
furnishes justification for the railway going
from AMcekatharra, as is provided for in the
Bill. That clearly shows that 6,000 tons of
machinery will have to be taken from Meeka-
tharra to Wituna. The ordinary price for
cartage over that seetion is about £3 a ton,
whereas if the railway is constructed, the
eost will be about 1d4s. a ton. Thus on that
item alone denling with machinery for the
equipment of the mine, there will be a rav-
ing to the eompany of £2€,000 and they will
have thut much extra money to devote to
the development of the undertaking. Hav-
ing decided that the prospects warranted the
econstruction of a line t¢ Wiluna, it was
necessury for a decision to be reached as to
the point at which junetion should be made
with the existing railway system. The com-
pany did not ask for any particular route.
During the inquiries made by the Railway
Advisory Board in the conrse of the last
week or two, evidence was securved from many
people, and the mine management, The
attorney expressed a desire that the line
should junction at som. point along the
Murehison railway svstem. The settled
poliey «f the Government in Western Aus-
tralia for years past, regarding the question
of rontes and junctions with railway sys-
tems, has besn to refer such questions to
the Railway Advisory Board for report.
The members of that body have made exhnns-
tive inguiries and have seeured ovidence
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from all sorts of people in a position to
give information. As a rvesult, they have
submitted a report reeommending that the
line to Wiluna shonld guv out from Meeka-
tharra. That is the whole justification for
the Bill, 1 trust that the House will agree
that the report of the State Mining En-
gineer, as well as the reports from other
sources, furnish every justification for the
building of the line. It will be agreed that
the object of building the line and the neces-
sity for it is to exploit the gold mining pos-
sibilities of the Wiluna belt. If that is
agreed, then it becomes a question of which
route will best serve to assist in the exploita-
tion of the auriferous belt in that district.
The evidence collecied by ihe Advisory
Board and that availabl: in other directions
indicate that Meekatharra is the most suit-
able pomnt from which the line should pro-
ceed.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: And Geraldton
ts the proper port for that part of the
State.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,

Hon. Sir James Mitecholl: | do not think,
unless there is some strong reason to fthe
contrary, you ean get away from that posi-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR RAIL\WAYS:
When leoking through the files dealing with
this matter, J noticed that the hon. member,
when he was Premier, infimated ihat he
wouid he prepared to give careful considera-
fion to any request for Wiluna heing con-
nected with its natural geographical port.
That seems to he the settied policy of Gov-
ernments in this State, olthongh that is not
so in the Eastern States. In Western Ans-
tralia we have endeavoured fo give the nat-
ural trade of a distriet to its geographical
port and we have connected up those ports
with the back country. That policy has been
carried ont successfully in Queensland, bhut
very unsatisfactorily in New Sonth Wales
and Vietoria where praetically all the rail-
ways are concentrated towards the eapital
cities. Tn Western Anstralin we have lines
going west and north frem ports, and that
assists in the diverting of trade to its nat-
unral port. There is one other extraet I
wish to quote from Mr. Montgomery's re-
port. He says—

The carlier stages in the development and
equipment with treatment machinery of a large
mine in an anthack loeality are characterised
by very heavy working costs of all sorts, the
transport costs in particnlar being very seri-
RULLE




1 have already indieated that the eonstruction
of the line will mean a saving to the com-
pany on fransport costs of £26,000—

——uand if construction of a railway could
be gone on with at once, not only would 1t
cause a very material lowering of permanent
working expenses of the mining work, but also
it would give the railway its best harvest in
freights on the lurge amount of material re-
quired for mining and treatment plant and
building and dowestic material for the needs
of a large sudden influx of population. It is
an obvious mistake to delay the putting in of
thiy raibway until most of the construction
work has been donv, onee its necessity is recog-
niseil.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And the pro-
vision of the line would give some life to
the people in Eagland who are finding the
money.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
Yesterday the Premier luid upon the Table
of the House the report of the Railway Ad-
visory Board. I propose to quote briefly
from that document. The members of the
board gave consideration to the various
routes and these they set out as follows:—

From Leonora to Wiluna, 185 wmiles; from
Meekatharra to Wiluna, 108 miles; from Nun-
nine to Wiluna, 118 miles; and from Sand-
stone to Wiluna, 113 miles,

While seme people have said that the port
of Geraldion could not be expeected to deal
with this traffic, such conientions have heen
made notwithstanding that the Government
are committed to an expenditure of £400,000
to make the Geraldton harhour up-to-date
and capable of dealing with the shipping
that is likely to wisit that port. Some have
suggested that it would be closer to Fre-
mantle if the line were taken out from
Leonora. On that point the Railway Ad-
visory Board give the following distances:—

From Wiluna to [Fremantle via Leonora,
733 miles; from Wiluna to Fremantle via
Moekatharea and Wongan Hills, 720 miles.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: But we would
not snzgesi Fremantle as the natural port.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
I do not think it could he seriously con-
tended that Fremantle chould be the port
used, otherwise the expenditure we nre in-
eurring in providing an up-to-date harbewr
at Geraldton would not be warranted.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You eannot
justify any other line.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I do
not think so. The capital cost is a serious
eondition for it will amount to something
Like £221000 extra if the line is built
from Leonora. From Meckatharra to Wil-
una the line will follow the lay of the
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country and we get practically & fAat run
throughout the whole disiance. On the other
hand, if the line were tuken from Leonora
it would pass over unduiating ecountry that
would necessitate earthworks and the con-
struction costs would be at least £3,000 per
mile.

Hon. Sir James Miickell;: You will not
have to spend that muck on this line.

The MINISTER FOL RAILWAYS: I
do not know. The rails cost £1,000 a mile
and recent railway work :hat has been under-
taken snggests that it will be something
near that figure.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: I hope you do
not have to spend that much.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
hope not, because there is no necessity for
very heavy expenditure on the line to cope
with the traffic.

Hon. W. J. George: Do you intend put-
ting down 45lbs. rails ‘Lere?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
the Murchison railway system is eonstructed
with 451b. rails.

Mr. Mann: What about the new Horse-
shoe line?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That was built with 45ib. rails.

Mr, Mann: Then this will hecome pavt of
that railway system.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,

Mr., Mann: Did that line eost £3,000 a
mile?

The MINISTER TOR RAILWAYS: The
(overnment advanced £100,000 to huy rai's
for the line and it was not quite 100 miles.

My. Mann: The rails wonld represent the
largest proportion of the expenditure.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
sleepers cost & conideralle sum. They cost
3s. 6d. each and large numbers have to be
used.

Hon. W J. George: What are rils worth
now?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
About £11 per ton. It will be seen that it
will cost at least £1,000 for the rails and
with sleepers at the figure T have quoted,
de not know that £3,000 is too high an esti-
mate.

Hon. 8Sir James Mitehell: Tt is too high
for this line. The rails and sleepers will cost
€1,500 a mile.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
think the rails and slcepers will cogt more
than that, landed at Meekntharra. The Gov-
ernment will secure those supplies as cheaply
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as possible, but unfortunately that is what
we have had to pay for railway construction,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You have to pay
a big amount for duty.

The Premier: The duty is very heavy,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We should get
that duty returned to us.

The MINISTER FOR RBAILWAYS: It
ull depends where we get the rails,  Sowe-
times conditions are such that we require
rails to be delivered promptly, Conditions
may obtain that put Awstralian tenders ou
of courl. We ave naporting vails and in faet
we have imported vails that are being used
on the Albany-Denmark line and on the
Ejanding Northward construction, Includ-
ing all costs, these rails have come out at a
lower price than those we fould have boneht
in Australin. The ditference  hetween  the
price of rails in Ausiralia and the cost of
imported rails landed here is so great that
ihe Government did not feel warranted in
incurring the additional expense hy securing
the local product.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: They are Brit-
ish rails, T suppose.

The MINISTER FORR RAILWAYS: Yes.
The Advisory Board gzo on to say—

From the evidence given by the mincs super-
intendent at Wiluna, it appears essential that
the shortest and most dircet route to o seaport,
should be adopted if rosts of mining and freat-
ment are to be kept down and imported stores,
machinery and supplies ohfained at the cheap-
est rate. Large quantitics of round mining
timber will be required, while there is also
the probability that oil fuel will be used to
a congidernble extent, probably ahout 15,000
tons per annum being required. JTn this re
gpect the Geraldton conncetion would he much
more suitable for Wiluna than the Leonora
one, as mining timber could he easily ohtained
and the crude oil required could be shipped
direct to Geraldton, where bulk handling «ould
be established.

Further on the Advisorv Board say—

The Meekatharra connection would be the
shortest of the routes mentioned, and there-
fore the least expensive to construet. The
staff to work the line would be stationed at
Meckatharra, and would alse be available for
other main line work. The Geraldion-Mecka-
tharra line is up to standard, and would not
require any additional expenditure to earry
the extra traffic, and trueks returning cmpty
eonld be utilised for trafic from the mangan-
ese company’s line after they arrived at
Meekatharra. The Deputy Commissioner of
Railways siates that the Meckatharra comnec-
tion would be far and away the most economi-
eal one from a railway working point of view.

S0 if will he seen that the report is in favour
of thi= ronte in almost every respect from
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the railways standpeint, the eapital cost,
which is a very impertant item, working
cost generally, and in faet from all aspects
advantage is to be gained by construeting
the line from Meekatharra. In the opinion
of the Advisory Board the route from Meek-
atharra stands out above all others.

Hon. G. Taylor: It will zo through verv
little aurifercus eountry.

The MENISTIER FOR RAILWAYS: T do
not know whether at this stage I should
guote the difference in respeet of costs that
will be incurred in the conveyance of freight
over the various rontes. The Advisory Board
went into that matter also, and they have
given ligures, 1 might he permitted to quote
one or two of them to demonstrate some of
the differences. If thie mine bad to convey
erude ¢il over the Leonora route, it woull
cost £6 1s. 7d. as against £4 1s. 8d. from
Geraldton. On elass M rates the difference
in the two routes would be about 12s. a ton.
(n sowe items the eost would vary from £2
to £4 10z. per ton. On eclass B goods—
machinery and such other heavy freight, the
rate would be £4 2s. 3d. via Teonora and £2
175 8d. via Meeckatharra. Then fares as well
as freights would be a considerable impost
via Leonora as against the selected route.
The Commissioner of Railways made a re-
port to the Advisory Board with regard to
the effect of working costs, and that too was
given consideration by the hoard before they
presented their recommendation. As I have
said, all the reports are on the Table of the
House, the correspondence, the report of the
Advisory Board, and the report of the State
Mining Engineer, and these, with the fig-
ures, are available for the perusal of mem-
bers. 1 do not think it is necessary for me
to stress the point muel: further. The Gov-
ernment are pleased to he asociated with the
prospect of augmenting the production of
gold. Mining has done a great deal to de-
velop the State and bring it to its present
prosperops position, and the people of the
State owe a debl of grafitude to that in-
dustry. We arc now in the position to re-
pay that debt to the mining industry, and
we have also the opportunity to assist to
rehabilitate it, and give a definite fillip to
gold mining.  Unwarranted optimism has
done considerable damage to mining in the
past, but in this instance there has been no
wild-eat booming, no premature flofation of
mines on hopes rather than on facts; on the
contrary, there has heen an ordered examina-
tion econdueted over three or four vears, care-
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fully checked at each stage by the highest
departmental mining authorities in the State
who have no pecuniary interest in mines.
The company have not asked for any capital
in this State, but they have demonsirated,
almost beyond the possibility of doubt that
they have at Wiluna a property worth many
millions of pounds. In these circumstances
the line appears to be eminently justified,
and as Sir James Mitchell said in his orig-
inal reply to the company—

It will indced be a fortunate day for the
State when the Government can with eon-
fidence make a recommendation to Parliament
that there is every justifiention for building
the line.

One cannot but help feeling sanguine on the
information that has heen presented that
every estimate conservatively prepared as
they have heen, will have the efleet of again
bringing Westery Australia into the fore-
front of the pold-producing eountries of the
world. 1 have muech pleasure in moving—

That the Rill he vow read n sedond time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [5.557: 1 congratulate tha Minister
on having the privilege and opportunity to
introdure the Bill which & a sign of the re-
vival of gold mining in Western Anstralia.
The Minicter has told us that for four years
prospecting work has heen carried on af
Wiluna, and that the eompany have spent
a considerable amount of monev there and
have taken every care fo prove the value of
the property. 1 helieve that every inquiry
neecessary has been made and that evervthing
the eompany was experted fo do to prove
the mine, has been done. The supervision
by the department during the progress of
these operafions has heen sufficient to justify
the report that has been given to us. At
this perind of our history there is no need
for wild aptimism in rerard to gold mining.
If we had two or three reasomably good
finds, all would go along again as it did in
the years that have passed, and probably
we should le flaating mines galore and the
Minister would tell us that this was good
and the other was good, so that railways
might he bhuilt. To-day, however, gold-
mining venfures are not proved very hur-
riedly. Tn laying this line, we are not run-
ning any great risk. True, it is a little diffi-
enlt to get aunthority fo pnll up rails where
they are not being used, as we have recently
found by experience. That, however, would
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have to be the case with some lines in future,
although it wounld be stupid for Parliament
to order a line to be pulled up unless it was
useless, and the Government were not justi-
fied in spending money on it to keep it in
running order. We shall have to go on with
the Wiluna Jine to assist in the development
of the distriect. We arc all delighted at the
prospect there and T hope that the line will
be huilt as cheaply as possible. ‘Whatever
has been the cost of the manganese railway
shonld gunide ns in the amount that we shall
spend on the Wiluna line. beeause it must
he realised that the more mileage you can
get out of a line for the money spent, the
hetter will e the resull, TWe ean lav this
line in the way the manganese people put
down theirs, ant T hep when we moke a
start the Minister will see that theve iy no
nnnecessary delay. Tet us lay the line as
rapidly as possible and hring it qnickly into
nse. T think we have spent far too mueh
money on some of the pioneering lines.
There is another reason why we should en-
deavour fo et the mine goine. We ought
not to have all our eggs in one basket. To-
dav wheat and wool arve responsible for
most of the wealth we enjoy. Now we de-
sire that the gold output should be consid-
erably inerensed. Tt was cnece £8,500,000:
now the wvalue is only £1,750,000. TI£
we can add another two or three million
nza. of gold to the production of the State,
the people will teap the benefit. Tet us
spread enr industries and, ns in this case,
make use of the opportunity through the
Wilunn company having done their part,
and help to et this place going. T know
it is necessary in the interests of the State
and the Empire that sueh works as this
shonld be undertaken.  Development and
production are of the greatest importanee,
We have the opportunity now. I am sorry
that the people going to Wiluna by train
will not pass through Northam: they will
get off the boat at Geralidion. However, the
loss wiil be theirs. Tn this work, and in
any other work, we cannol afferd to do other
than serve the people us economieally as
possible. Undoubtedly Geraldton is the port
for that part of the country, and I am in-
deed giad to have the opportunity of sup-
porting a railway that will help an outport.
Fremanile harbour will be overloaded for a
long time to ecome, in spite of anything that
can be done towards the eonstruction of an
onter harbour. I am verv pleased that (er-
aldton is to have the trade that will follow
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the opening of the proposed line, and more
power lo it! The expenditure on Geraldton
harbour, moreover, will be fully justified.
The Railway Department pet mighty little
out of the last hundred of 500 miles of haul-
age und theretore the district is, even from
that aspect, best served by the port of Ger-
aldton. No freehold land is to be resumed
along the route of the railway, nor is there,
as in the case of an agricultural railway,
any Jand to be disposed of slong the route.
The rvelative clause i3, as the Premier has
a fondness for saying, o¢ne that cannot do
any haymm if it will not do any geod. The
insertion of that provision iz a habit. We
ull agree that Meekatharrn should be the
junction for Wiluna, and we want the line
built as cheaply as possible and as quickly
as possible. Here we have an opportunity
to assist in the establishment of a mining
field that looks to be of great value.

The Premier: Wor many years the State
has spent about £30,000 :nnually on mining
development, giving a little assistanee here
and there, and getting very small results.
Now we have the opportunity of securing a
large return.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
spend that momney in n hopeless sort of
fashion, and nothing comes of it. I do not
remember any real good having resulted
from the expenditnre.

The Minister for Mires: Bui for that
expenditure gold prodaction would have
heen considerably less than it is.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCBELL: I
hope the gold production has been inerensed
by at least £80,000 a year. The trouble is
that the Government have always given too
little. The total expended amounts to a
large sum, and yet our gold production has
kept on going down and down and down.
T know that Ministers sre not responsible
for the decline, but during Mr. Seaddan’s
term as Mines Minister he got well eriti-
cised for not increasing the zold produe-
tinm.

Hon. G. Taylor: Gold production also
went down when the present Premier was
Minister for Mines. He could not stop the
decline.

Hon. Sir
Minister can.

The Minister for Mines: The prodnction
will increase next vyear; the decline has
stopped: T have gradually got the figares.
going the other way.

JAMES MITCHELL: Wo
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
may get big things from Wiluna.

The Minister for Mines: T have had a
little to do with that too, you know.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Another
mining field was visited by the Minister
quite recently. 1 know nothing about min-
ing; but, like most people who know a little
ahout mining, when I visit a gold mine I
like to see the gold and the stone. At Glen-
elg Hills I saw a good deal of gold and
plenty of stone. If that field is to be given
a chance, it mnst have a water supply.
Moreover, the country is agricuitural; and
so why not give the distriet a chance by
means of a railway? Of course the Gov-
ernment will have to take the advice of their
expert officials in the matter. But let us
try to restore the goldwining business to
something better than it is to-dey.

The Minister for Mines: At Glenely Hilla
we have established a domestic supply. The
place only wants a battery supply now, and
it would not matter if the supply were salt.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: ‘The
Minister for Mines said the other day that
he thought mining costs would be rednced
by 4s. per ton through the introduction of
a new process. Perhaps it would be a good
thing if the State offered a bonus te any-
one who could reduce the cost of treatment.

The Premier: For that. a big bonus might
well be offered.

The Minister for Minez: The Government
are now spending £5,000 on that matter.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCEELL: We
cannot expeet to get miminz done more
cheaply through reduction of wages, or
throngh reduced railway freights, bat only
through improved management and improved
machinery or methods,

Mr. Panton: The Tariff has a little bit
to do with it.

Hon. Sir JAMES WITCHELL: Apd
every hon. member sitting opposite is a high
tariffiat.

Mr. Panton: How do you come to make
that statement?

Hoen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: High
protection is the poliey of Aunstralia, I am
afraid. Probably T am the only moderate
protectionist in this Cbamber. At any rate,
we cannot get the Tariff down by wishing
it down; but we ean, I (hink, improve the
methods of treatment, and it wonld be a
good thing to offer a bobus as I have sng-
gested. 1 bave no objeetion whatever to
raise against the Government’s propasals
indeed, T snpport it whole-haartedly. T ve-
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gret I am not in a position to stipnlate that
some long-authorised railways should he
huilt before this line. 1lluwever, since we
are giving such generous support to the pre-
sent Bill, I hope Ministers will not forget
that during my Premiership certain railways
were authorised, and that they ought to be
constructed. 1 hope the Yarramony and
Dale River lines will also receive eonsidera-
tion when the House is dealing with the
money vecessary for such works. I know
that the passing of the Bill will have a good
effect, quite part from Wiluna, inasmuch
as it will satisfy London that the Govern-
ment are out to help by any reasonable
means any reasonable proposal for in-
creased wold production.

MR, THOMSON (Katanninz) [6.12]:
Everyone is highly gratified that the Gov-
ernment have such confidence in the pros-
peets of mining at Wiluna that they bave
brought forward a Bill for the construction
of a railway to that field. The Minister will
recollect that during the last eleetion [ sup-
ported his statement that there was only one
place at which this railway could link up,
and that was a place whose selection would
imply that Geraldton would be the port of
the distriet. The expenditure seewms large.
though no sum is stipulated. At £3,000 per
mile, however, the total eost of the railway
will be £339,000. Presumably the Govern-
ment, before entering upon the construction
of the line, will satisfy themselves that the
methods deseribed in the State Minine En.
gineer’s report will enable the anticipate.!
quantity of gold to be mined. All of us will
welcome the revival of our goldinining indus-
try. While to-day we are dependent mainly
upon primary industries such as wheat and
wool and other natural produets, it was the
gold industry that placed Western Australia
on the map. The party with which T have
the honour to be associated are just as keenly
interested in the development of the Statw«
mining resources as in other phases of pri-
mary produnetion. I should like to follow the
line of reasoning adopted by the Fender of
the Opposition, and ask the Government to
intmire whether it would he practicable
to construet the railway, with due regavd to
publie safety, on the same lines as the rail-
way which links up Horseshoe for the con-
veyance of manganese to Meekatharra. Tt
would be interesting to learn what exactly
was the cost of that line, and what were the
methods of construction adopted. Aeain,

[ASSEMBLY.]

would be glad if the Government called ten
ders for the construction of some of thes
new railways, by way of enabling a com
parison to be made and establishing a cheel
on the Works Department. At present thery
is absolutely no check. The point is we)
worth consideration by the Government. Tt
judge from all reports, the quick and expedi
tious manner in which the railway to Horse
shoe was constructed ought to encourage thy
Government to consider the same kind of con
struction for the Wiluna railway.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm,

Mr. THOMSON: 1 do not propose to uffe
any objestion to the passing of the Bill, be
eause it represents the fulfilment of a pro
mise made by s previous Govermmuent, eon
ditionally on the company doing eertair
things. As far as I ean npderstand, the com
pany bave carried out their part of the con
tract. I am convineed that Cabinet has giver
this matter serious consideration and cer
tainly will not enter upon the expenditur
of half a million of money unless satisfiec
that the future prospects of this mining are
warrants the railway. I should be glad it th
Minister eould give us an assurance that th
railway will not be constructed untii th
Government are convineed that the mining
vosts will not prove prohibitive. For it woule
be a sorry thing for Western Austealia Hf
after we had spent nearly half a willion o
money on this railway, we found that (h
mining company were not able to produce th
gold at a profit. Let me repeat that in m;
opinion the Government, in constructing thi
railway, should give consideration tu culling
for tenders, I will support the sceond rend
ing.

MR, CHESSON (Cue) [7.33]: T am ver)
pleased with the development that bhaz takes
place at Wilnana. Tt certainly warrants th
fulfilment of the promise made hy the Mit
chell Governmment that if {he results of th
development justified a railway, the railwa
would he built. Anybodv who has bem
through the mines at Wiluna will he per
fectly satisfied with the development done h)
the company. When I was theve with the
Minister a little while ago the eompany hae
done 1,400 feet of driving at the 200 fec
level, and the averawe assay value over
width of 30 feet was 40s. Then winzes have
been put down for 100 feet, and something
over a million tons of ore have been devel-
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oped. 3ores were put down 700 feet and 900
fect, and the results frowm the cores at the
lower level have been better than the assay
values at the higher levels. The company
have carried out their prowmise, and the out-
come is the Bill. The State Mining ¥ngineer,
a very capable officer not inclined to be opti-
mistie, has gone into the question very cave-
Pully, and he feels confident that the results
anticipated by the company will be realised.
In view of that report, it seems there is a
long life ahead of Wiluna. As to the several
routes of the railwny, experl reports have
been overwlelmingly in favour of the line
going from Meekatharra. And, after all,
when we appoint an advisory board of pruc-
tical men to consider the matter, and they
make a recommendation, it is only right theiv
recommendation should be adopted. Thex
have compared the mileages, and they find
that a line going from Meckatharra will save
70 miles as against a line going from feon-
ora. Then as between Fremantle and Ger-
aldton, the Meckatharra route gives Gerald-
ton an advantage of 304 miles. Any low
grade proposition has to be handled economi-
cally, and railway freight becomes a Dbig
faetor in the suecess or failure of such a
proposition. I think the eunelusion of the
advisory board was essentinlly a wise one.
A definite promise of a railway was given to
Wiluna, and I am very pleased to know
that promise is to he falllled. T will sup-
port the secand rending.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margare!)
[7.40%: | do not know that T have any ob-
jection to offer to the second reading. I
am familiar with the ecountry along the
several proposed routes for I was prospect-
ing aver all that eountry for many years,
althouel T have not done much of it re-
cently. TIf it be the ernx of the question
that the line shall rni from the port of
Geraldton to the one mine, then no doubt
Meekatharra is the proper place from
whirh to start that line.

The Minister for Railways: That is the
reason for the Bill.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The reason for the
Bill is that the mine at Wiluna is of suffi-
eient value to warrani the building of the
line. Tt is from that point of view thal
Meckatharea is the proper place for the
starting of the line. But if it was desired
that the Tine should run through gold-
bearine eonntry, there conld he no question
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as to where it should start; it should start
from Leonora. Out from Leonora to the
Four-mile are many places where batteries
have been going tor vears, off and on. Then
thie next few miles out along the road on
the north side frum Leonora to Wiluna,
within seven or eight miles of the traeck,
is the Kinyg of the Hills, where a lot of
eold hos been won., Then there is Wilson's
’aleh on the same line and the Diorite
IKing on a dilfereat line, 20 odd miles from
Mt. Cliflord. Then you strike Lawlers, which
was a very vich place in the past. And
10 miles along fowards Wiluna theve are
mines working to-day. [ had the pleasure
of acrompanying the present Minister for
Lands, when he was Minister for Mines, to
Lawlers a few vears ago. We then went
out and inspected a mine seven or eight
miles on the road tn Wiluna, Tt is ail
wold-bearing country along there.  Then
there i= Mt. Sir Samunel, 31 miles from Law-
lers, after whieh vou go on to Tathleen
Volley seven or nine miles further. Then
there is Mt. Keith and New England, and,
towards

Wiluna. von pass through the
Abercrombie  Range, over gold - hearing

conntry right into Wiluna. Tf this line
were expeeted ta open np gold mining
eountry, Leonory wonld be the proper place
for it to start from. On the direet route
from Meckathavra to Wiluna, as shown on
the map, T do not think you pass over any
avnriferons eountry to speak of at all. How-
ever, as Wiluna alone is to be considered.
Meckatharra is  the place from which
the line should start. There have been
periods in the history of Wiluna when a
dnzen other places between T.eonora and
Wiluna were just as prominent as gold-
bearers as Wiluna has been for some vears
past, until this recent development took
place, All the great development work at
Wiluns has been done within the past
four or five years, Tt is diffienlt to
say where gold mining is goine to develop.
Wilona was down very low at one time
and there were a dozen places hetween
Leonora and Wiluna that looked just as
well ns Wiluna did a few vears ago. How-
ever, the development at Wiluna recently
has made the Bill practicable. Something
like £300,000 has been spent in develop-
ment work by the Wiluna company alone.
That ts a considerable sum of monev. I
have seme happy recollecrtions «f Wilona.
When T first stond for P c'iament I was
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in Leonora on Monday afternoon and was
billed to speak at Wiluna on Wednesday
night, end 1 had to negotiate the track on
. a Humber bicycle.

Hon. Sir James Miichell: Was it built
for twol

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No, for one. Anyone
who traversed the road in my time can
appreciate the difficulties. I had to earry
the bicyele on my shoulder over a spinifex
belt ot about six miles. Nevertheless, after
leaving Leonora at 5 p.m. on Monday 1
opened my campaign in Wiluna at 8 o’clock
on Wednesday night. Consequently 1 ean
elaim to know the track pretty well.

The Minister for Lands: The ecamel pad
must have been all right.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: ‘There was not
much more than a camel pad at that
time. I hope time will prove that the
building of the line was justified, The
Government are cvidently =alixfied that
the fotation or some other process has
been successful in treating the ore. We
have not seen any proof bevond the
statement of (he BState Mining PFngineer.
I have not seen it annoumced 1in  the
Press that the companies are satisfied
with the fotation process. [ understand
they are shll testing it. Of course they
may have reached a stage when they feel
satisfiedd they ean emry on.

The Minister for Mines: They are abse-
Iutely satisfied that even if the fotation
process fails them, there is 7s. per ton
profit to be ohtained by the ordinary con-
eentrating and roasting process. That is
their statement in writing.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: If that is so and the
ore hody is exposed, the railwav will he
jnstified. Tf the railway were intended to
serve the auriferous belt, the route from
T.eonora is the one that shonld be chosen,
but as the railway is intended to serve only
the one mine at Wiluna, the shorter route
is donbtless justified. The Railway Ad-
visory Board strongly rvecommend the
ronte from Meekntharra, and the State
Mining Engineer, who has no interest
other than to give the Fovernment the best
possible advice, favours the Sandstone route.
Both, however, state definitelv that the
railway is designed to serve the Wiluna
mine. Thev do not hold out hope of any
other mineral eountry between Meeka-
tharra and Wiluna being developed. I
support the second reading.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. J. H SMITH (Nelson) [748]:] am
in a yuandury to know the vight attitede to
adopt regardiug the route recomwended by
the Railway Advisory Board. 1 am given to
understand that the railwny is intended to
serve purely one wine. L am fold by men
who koow the country that the railway
should be built from Leonora via Lawlers to
Wiluna, because that offers a better prospect
of opening up proved mineral country. |
think the measure should bhe treated as a
non-party one.

The Minister for Railways: All railway
Bills arve non-pavty Bills.

AMe. J. H. SMITIL: The Government have
their followers to support them,

The ’remier: They have never been con-
sulted about it.

AMr. Marshall: A member on this side of
the House can do just as he likes.

dr. J. H. SMITH: But the Government
evidently expect cvery man on that side this
day to do his duly. When they introduce
a Bill they look to their supporters to back
it up. I presume Mr. Montgomery hus ve-
commended the Meekatharra route purely
from the standpoint of the Wilunn mine.
1 take it he has not considered the ficlds that
have been worked between [eonora and
Lawlers.

Mr. Chesson: No one should know all the
mines better than does the State Mining
Engineer.

AMr. J. H. SMITH; Men who know the
Kastern goldfelds from A to Z have told me
that the auriferous belt between Leonora and
Lawlers should justify that route before
the Mecekatharra route. [ wish to know
whother we are justified in authorising the
construection of the Wituna railway in view
of the faet that so many urgently needed
lines promised for years have not yet been
constructed. There are railways promised
by the present and by the previous Govern-
ment that would pay from the inception. I
have in mind partienlarly the Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook line, a line that wounld give an
assured return immediately.

Hon. G. Taylor: The Government are
merely fulfilling a promise.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Would not they be
fulfilling a promise by building the other
line?

Hon. G. Taylor: They underlook te bnild
the Wiluna line,

The Premier: It was a contract.
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Mr, J. H. SMITH: I am not aware that
there was any contract with the rank snd
file who support the Government,

Hon. G. Taylor: It was public property
that a railway to Wiluna would be built,

The Minister for Lands: Of course it was.

Me. J. 1. SMITH: I know men who
have gone out and selected land because it
was public property that a& railway would
be built. I wish to make it clear that I am
not opposing the Bill, becanse I wish to see
mining in Western Australia enter upon a
new era of prosperity. The Wiluna railway
is to be built purely in the interests of min-
ing.

The Minister for Mines: It will suit the
pastoral industry as well.

Mr. J. H SMITH: The Leonora-Law-
lers route would sunit the pastoral couniry
just as well. Tf we are going to spend such
a large sum of money to open up the gold-
fields—

The Minister for Lands: The length of the
ling from Leonora to Wiluna would be 170
miles,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am not so much
concerned about the mileage; probably it
would make a difference of £300,000 or
£400,000.

Myr. Latham: And all the staff wounld he
carted to Fremantle.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Tf the line were eon-
strueted from T.conora via Lawlers, Esper-
ance might he the nearest port. I believe
that everv port should have the trade to
which ir is geographieallv entitled,

Mz, Chesson: Then what are you argning
ahout ¥

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T am concerned to
know whether the adoption of this route
will be in the best interests of mining. T
consider that the line should be built from
T.eonora via Tawlers.

The Minister for Lands: If we spent an-
other £100,000t on the Wiluna railway the
Boyup-Brook-Cranbrook line would fade in
the distance.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: The Minister knows
that the South-West lines arve paying for
half the other lines in the State.

The Minister for Railwaye:
vou get that information?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: From the quarterty
returns.

The Premier: No, vou did not.

Mr. J, H, SMITH: A wheat grower told
me that the wheat lines are the ones that

Where did
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pay, but my reply is that they pay for only
a few months in the year. The Boyup
Brook-Cranbrook railway would not be
alfected by the building of another 70 miles
of line to conpect Wiluna. I am not op-
posed to the Wiluna railway, but I am
anxious that the best route in the interests
of mining sliould be adopted, and from what
I have heard the Leonora-Lawlers route
offers greater opporfunities for mining de-
velopment than the Meekatharra route.

Hon. G. Taylor: That applies to all the
country from l.eonora to Wiluna,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That is so.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read & third time and transmitted to the
(‘ouneil, :

BILL--CONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

Debate pesemed from an earlier stage in
the sitting.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHEL]L, (Nor-
tham) [8.0]: This Bill should have an easy
passage through the House. The suggestion
was made some three years ago, and has at
last taken shape. Undoubtedly Ministers
have too much fo do in carrving on the bus-
iness of the countrv. In the old days there
were only six Ministers, and no Flonorary
Ministers. There is far too wmeh work for
six Ministers to do. Some of us have had to
take several imporvtant departments under
our wing. The present Government have
had to appoint three Honoravry Ministers to
assist them in carrying on their duties. That
8 a very undesivable thing. If the country
needs the services of Ministers, it must be
prepared to pay for them. In this House
we now hove two Flonorary Ministers, both
of them running departments, and in another
place there is an Honnrary Minister also
controlling departments. A Minister’s salary
does not nmount to mueh. and he has to
give up n zood dea! of it. Honorary Minis.
ters nlso cost the State a zned deal. The Pre-
mier is now asking the Ionse to agree to the
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appointment of two ad:dlitional statutory
Ministers.  Tapprove of that. Tt is absolutely
nece~<ry in orvder that the work of the conn-
try muy be earried on as it should be, W
shall be doing our duty in approving these
appointinents.  Whether Ministers will o
their (uty is another matter. 1 do not think
they will do as well as they should, or neavly
as well as we would if we changed places
with theni. We are, however, preparing for
the tine when we shall havy the oppor-
bty of appointing eight Ministers to do
the work.

The Premier: 1 am sure they will be eixht
good men.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: They will
be men who will give such serviees to the
countey as the country deserves. I am glad
the Premier has brought down this Bill, and
[ hope that in fuiure we shall not have Hon-
orary Mivfsters running dopartwents. T
know the Premier would not like to make
i deiinite pyomise in that regard. There will
still he one Honerary Minister left. Tt is
not  desivable  that Tlomorarvy Ministers
should he appointed for the future. The or-
izinal idea was that they might prove useful
in advisine the (lovernment npon matters of
which thex have a special knowledge. We
have drifted from that position, for Honor-
ary Ministers have bean placed in charge of
departirent<. As an Honorary Minister I
wax in vharge of a depariment for several
vear~, FPor the past 16 vears Governments
hav . alway~ ineluded some Honorary Min-
izter. W shall lareely avoid that necessity
in the fature by appointing additional statu-
tory Ministers, 1t must be remembered that
they have to zo fo the eomtry after receiving
their appointment.  We know that Honorary
Mint<tors sha»e in the allowances that are
provide I under the Constitution. The Bill
would -eem to increase the expendi-
ture  under the Constitution to £5,300,
hut that is not so. Tn this case it
is merely an additional £2,000, and
we are bringing the Aet up to date. The
Premier did not explain that. I thought the
Government were moing  to do something
pretty neeful, and that we should have to get
them out in five minutes, but when T looked
down the list and saw that the total amount
included judges, ete., T realised what was
happening.

Question put and passed.

Y read & second fime

(ASSEMBLY.]

Messuge.
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriation in connec-
tion with the Bill,

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Biil.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clauze 3—Amendment of Section 45:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I thought
1 might make the Speaker feel a little un-
comfortable if 1 mentioned a certuin matter
while he was in the Cliniv, When the Par-
liamentary allowance was increased from
£300 to £400, the President and Speaker,
and the Chairman of Committees in both
Houses were not provided for. 1 think that
ought to be amended. 1t was my fault it
was not done a¢ the time. The Chairman of
Committecs in this House has always had
something more than the ordinory member,
nwamely, £200, hat now ho receives only
£100 wmore than the private member. That
is wrong. Jt was my fault that these
four officials were omitted from the list at
the time. 1 hope the P'remier will rectity
the omission by bringing down a Bill to
cover it.

The PREMIER: 1 do not think it wiil be
possible to amend this Bill in the desired
direction, When the allowanees were raiscd
from €300 to £400, the Leader of the Up-
position failed to do himself justice in that
no provision was made for increasing the
salarios either of Ministers or of the Speaker,
the Chairman of Commiitees in this 1Tonse,
or of the President or Chairman of Cou:-
mittees of the Couneil.  The increase ap-
plied otly to private members,

Mr. Davy: The margin of skill shonid
have heen observed.

The PREMIEN: That s what the mions
would say. At Lhat time the margin of skill
was disregarded. Tt speaks volumes for
those who suffered that they did auet heild
up the affairs of the eountry. The last in-
erease npplied all ronnd but those who did
not oot it earlier arve still £100 to th ba.l
In the preparation of this Bill the Govern-
ment did not eonsider that aspeet of the
question, ot the matter will eevtainly reeeive
attention.

Clause pnt and passed.
{lause 4—agvend to.
Title-—apreed fo.
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Bill reported without ameiaImeut and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
All Steyes.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands
and read a first fime.

Second Reading,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [8.18)] in moving
the second reading said: This is a Bill of
the deseripfion unsually introduced each ses-
sion to legalise the closure of certain roads.
The first road referred to in the Bill arises
from a proposal received from the City
Council, who desire to close portion of
Streatley-road in Vietoria Park in order to
establish a veereation ground in that loeality.
The position of the road is shown on the
litho. [ have. The portion of the street Lo
be elosed is shown in blue, and that portion
will be included in the recreation ground.
The City Council secured the bloeks in that
neighbourhood for the purposes I have indi-
cated, and it will be agreed that the object is
a good one. There is no departmental oz
any other objection to the suggestiun, and
I presume it will be agreed to. In connection
with the Midland nbattoirs, with the erection
of the new cold stores it became necessary
te deviate a road shown on the litho. That
road is in the Midland Junetion municinulily,
and the old read can he closed only by an
Act of Parlinment.

Hoen. G. Taylor: How long is thas vead?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A small
portion of it only is affeeted. TLis move has
heen made at the vequest of the Main Roads
Poard, and the Midland Junction munici-
pality has agreed to it. The Departivent of
Agriculture constructed a road, and now the
munieipality have agreed to the closing of
the old road. In the vicinity of North Fre-
mantle, adjoining the new State Implement
Works, there is an area reserved for the
Workers' Homes Board. Recently the Loard
intimated that it did not vequire the aren,
and it is considered it would be a suitahle
gite for the ereetion of am indunstrial estob-
lishment, Tngquiries have been made {or i*
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alveady. 1t is intended to link wp the road
with the reserve adjoining the State Imple-
ment Works. The two arc divided by Thom-
son-1oadl, and the closure of that road and
a small portion of Coveatry-parade will be
necessary. It is intended {o provide an uut-
et from the northern end of Thomsoa-road
tu Vietoria-avenue. The position is shown on
tke litho. I have. I went to North Fremantle
t~ look at the position there myself. 1t was
proposed to make Coveniry-parade nmeh
narrower, but I disagreed. Thomscu-road
divide the two areas and, by throwing that
ti:oroughfave in with the other two blocks,
the whole will provide a safisfactory site
suitable for industrial purposes. The new
streel will be put in to conneet with
Vigtoria-avenue.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Is it all Crawn
;ond at North Fremantle?

The MINISTRY FOR LAXNDS : Yes.
‘While at North Fremantle T made sure that
o one would be inconvenienced by the elos-
ing of Thomson-road.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: Has the North Ive-
mantle Counecil agreed to the proposai?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: | do nol
know that the council is concarned. Al any
rate, no objection from the counecil is to be
found on the file.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you knn.v whether the
couneil was consulted?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
say. I know there is no objeetion, because
no one wiil be inconvenienced. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nov-
tham} [8.25]: Tt is usual to have <uch Bills
as this before as at the close of a session,
and it is usnal for the Minister to assure the
House that he has gone mto the elosure prob-
lems with the loeal authorities eoncerned.
The Minister has done that in every instanee,
except that relating to the North Fremantle
closure. In that instnnee, however, it appears
that the land is held by the State, and no
one will be inconvenienced. There is a safe-
guard in these matters beeanse, as the land
passes to the State, any mistake that is made
can be rectified. We have to be careful
when closing a road, and it is qunite right
that Ministers should thoroughly consider
propoesels, and should not agree to elosing
a road without consnlting the loeal govern-
inz authorities.
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The Minister for Lands: In that instance
1 wept down to inspect the position for my-
self.

Een. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister would have no right to agree to reduce
the width of a street unless the loeal author-
ity vonenrred, and even then I do¢ not thinl
te would be justified.

The Minister for Lands: I would not do
it anyhow.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Bill
can be dealt with in Committee, and if there
is any further information required we can
wet 1t then, Regarding the eclosure of
Streatley-road. T understuod the Minister to
say that the City Couneil had secured most
of the Llocks fronting the road and the area
to be used as 2 recreat:on ground There
arec a few blocks in the ‘oeality that do not
appear to be owned by the munieipality and
whick will be served by the street. They
may he inconvenienced, but I ean quite
understand they will be more convenienced
by the establishment of the recreation
ground than they are likely to be incom-
venienced by the closing of the road. As
the City Council lhias coneurred, we need not
concern ourselves about if.

The Minister for Lands: The City Couneil
made the proposal.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
offer any objestion to the Bill

MR. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narro-
gin) 1829]: T move—

That the debate be adjounrned.
Motion put and negaftived.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: This is the first
oceasion of which T am aware that we have
been refused an opporfunity to look into
such 2 Bill. I have every confidence that this
measure would not have been introduced un-
less the proper steps had been taken to con-
sult with the loeal amthorities. Although we
trust the Minlster in such matters, on for-
mer oceasions we have always been permitted
an opportunity to inspect the plans and so
forth. 1 have had no opportunity to do sc at
this short notice. The point that strack me
regarding the road at North Fremantle is
that the loeal anthorities have not been con-
sulted. While it is trne that the arvea affected
is Crown land, it would have been proper
to have consulted the North Fremantle
Municipal Council. It is rather diffienlt at
& moment’s notice to find ont where roads
are sitmated. T do not intend to oppose
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the Bill but 1 do think that when road elos
ores are proposed, and they may affeet im
portant thoroughfares, wembers should b
given the gpportunity t¢ learn what is bein
done.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret
[8.32]: From the limifed inspeetion of th
litho. and listening to the Minister’s remark
on the second reading, there can be no doub
about the genuineness of the messure.
gather that one of the roads to be closed i
that which goes through practically Crow
lands and that nobody will be affected. 1
does not appear to concern the North Fre
mantle Munieipal Couneil. Tn any case the
do not seem to be concerned about it becans
they have not opened up any connection wit
the Minister. Moreover, the Minister told u
that he personally inspeeted the road. I sup
port the second reading,

MR. SAMPSON (Swan} [8.33]: o on
questions the statements of the Minister o
a matter such as this, and it is aquite hesid
the mark to suggest any attempt to mis
lead the House. There is, however, anothe
aspeet. What objeet is achieved if member
have no opportunity to view the plans?

Hon. G. Taylor: You have introduce
similar Bills.

Mr. SAMPSON: And the lion. membe
perhaps has frequently been guilty of leav
ing undone things that he should have done
But that does not affect the position. T job
with other members in believing that th
statement of the Minister 13 in accordanc
with faects, but it is fareieal to ask member
to approve of something when they do ne
know anything about it.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond time.

In Committee, ete.

Rill passed throngh Committee withou
dcbate, reported without amendment and th
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to th
Conncil,

PAPERS—EJANDING NORTHWARD
RATLWAY ROUTE.
MR. LINDSAY (Toodvay) [8.38]:
move—

That Lands Department file No, 2437/26 h
Inid on the Table of the House.



{30 Novemeer, 1927.]

1 was in hopes that the Minister would treat
this as & formal motion. The Minister told

me that he would first look at the file and’

let me know later on. To-night he declared
that ! would have to state my reasons. I am
moving for the file beecause 1 require certain
information, and until I cen get that infor-
mation L am not in a position to give the
Minister the reasons. Another file was re-
cently laid onr the Table of the House at my
request, but L wm not altogether satisfied
with the information 1 have been able to get
from it, and the file 1 am moving for now
is that which may assist me to get what I
require. 1 understand from the file I have
already seen that the Surveyor General has
done eertain things. The Minister for Works
said that the Railway Advisory Board had
been asked to veport. I lLave been able to
get from the file copies of the letters that are
of interest, and | was not aware until T saw
that file that there was another in existence.

Mr. Renneally: Your motion is not wvery
informative. It does not say what the file is
about; it merely gives numbers.

Mr, LINDSAY: T want to supply the in-
formation.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I snppose you got
the number of the file from the other file
that you saw.

The Minister for Tands: If you will say
no more I will agree to the motion.

Mr. LINDSAY: That is all T want. I
submit the motion.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS {(Hon.
M. T, Troy—Mt. Magnet) [8.23]}: I had ne
idea what the file contained. There is noth-
ing vety important in it, but at the same time
1 think members should give their reasons
when they ask for files.

Bon. Sir James Mitehell: It is conneeted
with the other file T presume.

The MINISTFR FOR LANDS: I was
not aware of that Anyhow, there is nothing
very important in it and T have no objection
to produeing it.

Question pnt and passed.

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT,

Recommittal,

On motion by Hon. J. Cunningham (Hon-
orary Minister), Bill recornmitted for the
purpose of further considering Clause 4.
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In Qommittee.
Mr. Lutey in the Chair; Hon. J. Cunning-
hats in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4+—Awmendment of First Schedule:

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM : When this
clause was before the Committee yesterday,
the member for IPremantle raized a ques-
tion regarding certain payments that in-
jured workers were called upon to make
for chemists’ requisites. The Minister for
Works, who was in charge of the Bill yes-
terday, said he would look into the matter
and if necessary bring down an amend-
ment. The Minister for Works left for the
Eastern States last night, and I consulted
the Solicitor (General this morning, with
the result that we deemed it necessary to
propose a slight amendment in this clause.
I move an amendment—

That the following words be added to Sub-
elause {1}:—'‘and the words ‘and incidental
to’ are inserted after the words ‘in respect
of,” in line 2 of the said paragraph,’? ‘
The paragraph referred to in the amend-
ment is paragraph (b) of the First
Schedule to the principal Aect. By the
amendment the -full responsibility will be
thrown upon the employer or the insurance
company of providing payment for drugs
and incidentals such as those mantioned by
the member for Fremantle. The Minister
and the Crown Law Department are of
opinion that these incidentals should be a
gharge against the maximum sum of £100
allowed for medical treatment.

Hon. . TAYLOR : last evening the
Minister for Works did not take too kindly
to the amendment moved by the member
for Fremantle. The Minister said he had
no knowledge of any need for the amend-
ment, no complaints having reached the
department. He added that he would
aseertain whether any injustice had been
suffered under the conditions of the prin-
eipal Aet. T would like to know from the
Honorary Minister whether he has learnt
through the department of any injustice or
inconvenience having been suffered by any
person owing to the absence of the words
which the amendment proposes to insert.
We know that a good deal of injustice has
ncenrred under the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Aet as regards the £100 waximum
allowance for medical expenses, and that
people who should not have been gnilty of



snch conduet have, in fact, been guilty of
making esaggerated cluims. The Com-
wittee should consider the injured worker,
and should be informed whether an Aet
passed in good faith has been abuged in its
operation. I should like to know whether
people have been gnilty of evading their
duties under the prinecipal Aet.

not the insuranee
pay the hospital

Mr, Sleeman: Were
companies refusing to
maintenance ?

Hon. G. TAYLOK : That was because
some of the bills absvrbed the whole £100.
The amendment convevs that chemists also
have not been paid by the insurance comwm-
panies. The faet ix that some of the doe-
tors were making a welter of the thing.
One doctor’s bill of £80 vr £90, when ex-
amined by persons capable of examining
it, was reduced by the doctor {o about half.
Tn my opinion Parliament was too liberal
in allowing the maxinum of £108, of whicu
the worker has not really obtained the
benefit: some doetors. T repeat, made a
welter of it. Ocecasionally the worker was,
as a result, kept ont of work unnecessarily.
Tn one case the person injured hiad a finger
jambed. and was operated upon, and kept
offt work for three or four weeks. His
comment was, “I was on half pay, but the
doetor was on full pay.,” According to the
statements of the member for Fremantle,
there has been something radically wrong
in regard to payment for preseriptions of
doctors. Does the Honorary Minister
know of such eases?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Tf the membor for Mt,
Marzaret has sympathy for the injured
worker, his way of shewing it is peculiar.
For n serious aceident, especially on the
poldfields, the allowance of £100 for medi-
eal expenses is by no means excessive.
Yesterday I gave eclear proof that some in.
surance companies were refusing to pay
charges whieh the pavent MAet ciearly in-
tended they should pay, charges for lini
ments, lotions and so forth. Tf the com.
panies split straws over such matters, the
amendment moved by the Honorary Min-
ister is highly nesessary, and T am very
glad it has been swoposed.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When we
deal with these natters. hon. members
opposite ~lways reproach members on this
side with bein? un~vmpathetic towards the
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workers. 1 fear too wuch of our legisla-
tion interferes with the obtaining of worlk,
and theretore we have unemployment most
of the time. The member for Mt. Margaret
said the Amendment Aet had been abused
by some persons. We ought to see that the
intention of Parliament is given effect to.
I doubt if the language used here some-
timnes helps the worker at all.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: In reply to the
member for Mount Margaret, may I say
these are the first cases bromght under the
notice of the Minister, Neither the Minister
nor the departmental olficers have know-
ledge of any cases other than those referred
to by the membher for Fremantle.

Amendment put and vassed,

Bill reported with a Yurther amendment,
and the report adopted.

BILL--TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT.

Second Rending.

Debate resumed from the 22nd November.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [9.3]: The Premier seems to think
the Bill should go to & select committee.
With that I entirely agree. If we all agree,
there is no need for the House to disenss
the Bill at this stage. T will support the
wecond reading in orvder that the select
committee may be appointed.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Feferred to Select Committee.
Mr. MANN: I move—

That the Bill he referred to a selest
committee.

The Honse realisez that it ts a matter for
a select commiitee, because it calls for a
good deal of investigation.

Question put and passed, and a select
commitiee appointed consisting of Hon. W.
D, Johnson and Messr=. E. B, Johnsten,
Kenneally, Mann  and  Richardsen, with
power to call for persons and papers, to sit
on days over which the House stands ad-
journed, and to report on the 21st December,
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LOAN ESTIMATES, 1927-28.
In Commitiee ¢f Supply.

Kesumed from the previous day; Mr.

Lutey in the Chair.
I'ote—Departmental, £174,617

HON, SIR JAMES MITCHELL {Nor-
tharn) 79.14]: These are the most impert-
ant estimates for the year, for they do pro-
vide for the development of the country and
for the employment of en in that work.
A great deal of continuous employment is
furnished as the result of these votes, and
the State is advantaged by the production
of wealth vear by year. What we must do
is to inecrease the production of wealth from
the 27 willions that we got last year to con-
siderably more if we are to pay our way
and keep everybody empioyed. It seems to
me that is the only test necessary in econ-
sidering these Estimates. 1f that be doue,
it means opportunity for all. Unless the
loan expenditure is wisc it must result in
loss of employment and loss of epportumty.
If all the workers in the country are kept
employed, then the rest of the people must
get their opportunity, and it is in the fram-
ing of the Loan Estimaies that we provide
for the solid wealth of the State. The Rev-
enue and Loan Fstimates arve closely asso-
cinted. The one cannot be properly con-
sidered withont referenee to the other. In-
terest on borrowed money is paid for the
most part by the surplus earnings of in-
vested money. Money invested in our rail-
wavs resulted last year in a sarplus of
£34,000 after providing for interest, but the
unfortunate part is that the invested money
does not earn sufficient to eover working
expenses and the interest bill, and so a good
derl has to be taken from taxation. Loan
expenditure on reproductive work is good
for the State and can be carried on to an
unlimited extent. Loan axpenditure on non-
reproductive work must be carefully consid-
ered. Unwise loan expeaditure will lead to
ruination because we cannot increase omr
taxation. Loan expenditure last year
amounted to £4,113,054, and to that must
be added the expendifure from loan sus-
pense acoount totalling £592,542, which
amount is shown on this vear’s Estimates,
although it was expended last year. Thus
the total of loan monev expended last year
way £4,705,586. It is hardly right to say
that the whole of that sum was expended
last year beeanse £500,700 was written off
for losses on State ships, which had accu-
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mulated since 1920. The expenditure means
an average addition to the debt per head
of popniation of £12 3s. Members are
aware that there are only 386,630 people
in this State. While we were spending that
money vur population from all sources in-
creased hy 11,600. But if we compare our
total net indcbtedness with our population,
it will be seen that the expenditure of
£4,700,000, if we are to maintain the aver-
age indebtedness per head, should bave been
followed by an increase of 29,000 in our
population.  From gross revenue, that is
from the earnings of business concerns as
well as frow taxation, this year we are under
un obligation te pay intercst and sinking
fund of £3,520,000, and every loan adds to
that amount. It is unfortunate that the sur-
plus carnings of invested money are not
sullicient to pay interest and that the short-
age which has to be charged to taxation
grows a little each year.  That must be
guarded against in all loan expenditure.
The Tressurer will find that if therc is a
shortage in the carnings over expenditure
from concerns in which we invest our money,
then he will inevitably have a defieit. Tt is
not possible from the limited amount of
taxation we ean eollect eaeh year to do more
than carry on the free services of the coun-
try. We cannot pay too mueh of the amouni
away to cover our interest bill. When 1
toul office as Treasurer in 1919, there was an
cnormous deficit, and that was broken down
only by investing loan meney in agriculture.
We made loans to farmers totalling an en-
ormous amount. I think nearly £8,000,000
was lent o the wheat fariners of the State
in five years, but 64 per cent. of all the
money we borrowed was lent to individuals
te help them increase production. We real-
ised that increased production would be fol-
towed by incroased trade, and that generslly
the Treasury would reap further and fur-
ther revenue as a result of the expenditure
of money, and so we gradually eliminated
the defteit,

Mr. Lambert: The railwavs have saved a
rouple of hundred thousand pounds a year
stnee the war.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHEILL :
Last  year interest and sinking fund
amonnted to £3,489,308.  Of that amount
£31,025,864 eame from earnings of invested
money, that is to say the surplus over work-
ing expenses from railways and other public
utilities and the collection of interest from

Yes.
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people t¢ whom we have lent millions of
money.

Mr. Lambert:
Stote bank is.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It shows
nothing of the sort. That left a sum of
£463,562 to be debited to taxation. I do not
think State trading will help us, and I think
I shall be able to show that it is rather a
drag upon the Trensury.

Mr. Lambert: Banking is not State trad-
ing.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The sum
left to be charged to revenue is increasing,
and that ig the real danger. The Loan Es-
timates this year amount to £4,329,000, less
the amount expended in 1926-27 from loan
suspense acronnt £592,000, which we nare
merely voting now. Therefore the amount
we are now considering is really £4,236,000,
Of that sum only £305,00¢ is set aside for
new railway lines—in my opinion an alto-
gether insuflicient sum. If I had my way
I should build railways in preference to any
other work at this moment. To agriculture
will be devoted £1,671,500 rcpresenting as-
sistance to individual agrienlturists, or 33%
per eent. of the total smount we are voting
for the year. I dare say we shall borrow
something approaching £2,000,000—I have
not been able to get the figures and I do not
think the Premier mentioned them—under
the migration agreement at 1 per cent., cost-
ing £20,000 per annum.  We may also bor-
row 2,000,000 aft 514 per cent.. which will
eost £105,000 per apnum. The small
amount on the T.oan Estimates that will in-
erease our gross production is not suffieient
to justify the encrmons loan expenditure in
other directions. Something was said abont
the expenditure of the cheap money. If we
cannot spend 1 per cent. money under the
Migration Agreement in the development of
the conntry, we cannot develop the country
at all. If we have to pay only £10,000 a
year for a million of money, surely if the
million is wisely expended it will produce
more than the £10,000 from the beginning,
and at the end of ten vears will, if our ex-
perience counts for anything, return the full
rate of interest, so that the publie will have
the expenditure of the money to develop the
country, inerease trade and inerease employ-
ment. There will be advantages in many
directions arising from the work that money
will do, and it will not be necessary for us
to put our hands into our pockets for a

1t shows how sound the
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single penny of interest, either now or in
the future. That is the point to be remem-
bered. When I was giving evidence before
the Constitution Commission the other day
1 suid that if we had another £20,000,000 to
spend on agricultural development now, we
could echange the face of the country quickly,
We cannot approach anything like that ex-
penditure unless we get assistance such as
we receive under the Migration Agreement.
We want to see that the money we expend
produces a permanent and lasting result and
makes a great mark on the country. I think
that the cost of administration, £174,617, is
too high and I hope the Premier will look
into it. On the same amount of loan expen-
diture lagt year the cost of administration
charged to loan was £32,000 less. The in-
evease is not justified by the expenditure.
I have said that too little money has been
provided for new railways. We shall have
to consider seriously opening up all that
country south of Sovuthern Cross that s
now being inspected and surveyed. When
the inspeetion has been made and, provided
the report of the classifiers is satisfactory
and justifies the building of railways to
open up that area, it will probably require
GO0 or 700 miles of railway. That will not
he constructed at once, but it should be
constructed as soon as the land is surveyed
and the people are settled upon it. There
is no objeet in holding baeclk land settlement
for the snke of railways, particularly at
this stage ot the country’s history.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is a matter
of getting the money for the railways.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When
the land is surveyed and we know that rail-
ways are to be built, we should adopt some
system of serving the whole territory. The
Premier mentioned a loop line from South-
ern Cross to Lake Grace. To my mind the
Lake Grace and Kondinin railways should
be spur lines only until we get to the ex-
treme of settlement or strike the Esperance-
Norseman railway. It is the most unecon-
omical way of serving a country to do as
we have done. Where we put in loop linea
we do not get the service that is obtained
from spur lines. I we had run our spur
lines due east from the Great Southern we
should have got & very much beiter serviee
for the mileage and the cost. We should
probably have had to link them up for the
econornieal working of the system by one
loop, mt we have spent unnecessarily a



[30 Novemeer, 1927.]

large sum of money because we changed
over from the spur system to the loop
system. In the 3,000 wiles of rail-
way bto be found in the south-western
corner of the State—that is apart from the
goldfields line—we have lost a tremendous
mileage of railway because land in many
instances is served by more than one rail-
way. I should like to have seen an amount
on the IKstimates for the econstrue-
tion of the Yarramony-Eastward line. I
do not think the settlers in that area are
getting a fair deal at all. They have been
promised a railway from time to time by
both parties; four years ago the Bill was
passed, and now ounly £5,000 appears on the
Estimates for that line. Other lines are
authorised. I suppose some would have
been started but for the fact that we are
getting cheap money for the building of a
line such as the Ejanding Northward line,
and we have had cheap migration money
for the construction of the line from
Salmon Gums to Norseman,

The Premier: And Denmark.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
an old matter. These lines are being built
with migration money, which is apart from
ordinary loan funds. No such money has
been made available for the building of the
Yarramony or the Dale River railways.
These lines ought to be built. 1t is quite
useless to suppose that we ean have rail-
ways more than 25 miles apart. There is
no chance of motor transport being any-
thing like as cheap as railway transport.
The cost of roads is greater than that of
railways, while the maintenance is quite
as muech. We spent £3,000,000 last year
on mofor ears, motor vehicles generally,
and tyres, whereas the total earnings of
our railways came to only £3,800,000.
There is no gnestion abont whick is the
eheaper means of transport. Where it is
heavy bulk loading as in the ease of wheat,
whieh, as freight, is worth about £10 a ton,
it i= not possible to earry it any cheaper
than it is carried on the railways. They
ar~ the cheapest means of transport. In
the case of onr railways, laid cheaply as
thev are, it iz hetter tn build them than to
huv  Ameriean transport  vehicles and
Ameriean petrol. We can unse Collie eoal
an onr railways, bat all motor power has
tn ¢ame from overseas. T am sure the
Honge will never agrec to abandon the
28 mile limit hetween railways.
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The Premier: I do not think there is
much fear of that.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
glad to hear that. On group settlements
we expect to spend £1,150,000. I hope we
shall get particulars of that expenditure.
Last year we spent £698 per settler. If we
are going to spend £563 wmore on each
settler, I do not know what will happen.
If the settier got 10s. per day every day in
the year he would draw only £156, leaving
£407 to be spent in other ways. It is not
possible to go on with the scheme on that
hasis.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: There may be pro-
vision for many new groups now.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Last
year we spent £698 on each settler. That
rate of expenditure will kill land settle-
menf. Tt is not possible to spend this
money on individual group blocks. No
doubt the advice of the board will deter-
mine what it is necessary to do fo complete
the work, and allow settlers on the blocks
to produce as they shonld. T was on a
hoeck the other day with the Minister,
down at the Augnsta end. T noticed ahout
60 acres of magmificent clover, that should
carry 10 cows throughont the year. The
block had been unoccupied for about nine
months. I soppose it will be oceapied now.
A great deal of money has been spent on
it, and it ought to he nsed. The board will
no doubt see to it that these bloecks are
used, and the settlers encouraged to pro-
duce.

The Minister for Lands: We are putting
& new settler upon that block.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It has
been vacant for about nine months.

The Minister for Lands: My instrnctions
were that no blocka would be beld up after
the reconstruietion was decided upon, which
was in July last. .

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELT: The Min-
ister has heen in the department only =
little while. T awpret to eet ecarefnl man-
avement from the board and that settlers
will he enconraeed to prodner. The hnard
must see that not tno manv ecows are car-
ried. that hotter is nrodneed. and that the
gottlors earrvy on withant drawine tono
merh nnon the denartment. T we are
eoine tn add €5R0 this vear to the enst
already =et neninet the Wloacks. and  the
FANR we gnent Tast wvear. we shall he
attampfing the imnossihle. Tf the settlers
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receive 10s. a day throughout the year,
this would not amount to one-third of ths
proposed expenditure. I hope the board
will be allowed to do its work, that its
adviee will be taken, that it will handle the
situation and save any further great ex-
penditure of money.

The Minister for Lands: What do yon
menu by the board being allowed to work?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I mean
that 1 hope its advice will be taken.

The Minister for Lands: The scheme is
largely in its hands.

llon, Sir FJAMES MITCHELL: I hops
it will handle the situation.

The Minister for Lands: I think it will.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If not,
we shall have an opportunity to consider
the work in a few months. It will not take
long for the board to get down to business
and see that the settlers are given an op-
portunity to earn as much as possible from
their holdings. 1 notiee that £100,000 is seb
apart for new buildings, I hope the Pre-
mier will recolleet that he agreed it would
be unwise, before determining how the Gov-
ernment departments are to be permanently
housed, to spend more money in the wmetro-
politan area on publie huildings.

The Premier: None of this is tur that
purpose. It is mostly for schools, and a big
slice is for the Point Heatheote home and
for hospitals.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: [ hupe
the Premier will keep that in mind. I ap-
prove of the erection of schuols and hospi-
tals. but not the expenditure of money on
such buildings as have been put up at the
foot of this Wock for the accommmodation
of officials, The sum of £121,000 is set down
for the reconsiruelion of the Canning-road.
That is an ennrmous sum. [i is not right
that it shounld be spent in the reconditioning
of o few miles of road. We cannot have
perfect roads unless we spend a great deal
of money upon them, but we gannot conteni-
plate a sum of £121,000 on a few miles of
road.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That would go u long
way towards building o railway.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We must
have roads in thie netropolitan aren, hut it
iz not right to concentrate upon one length.
This sum ecould have been usefully employed
elsewhere in the Siate.

Mr. Griffiths: Tt would go a Jong way to-
wards building the Yarramony line,
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It sbould
be built. No doubt we shall get some in-
formation about this item. We have spent a
great deal in the metropolitan arca already,
it is far more important to the people of
the metropolitan area that we should pro-
duce for them and create more trade. Peo-
ple in Fremantle get their work from the
wheat and the tinber, the outward traffie,
while the inward traffie is made possible by
the export of wheai and timber. They will
not bencfit by the enormous expendifure
upon a few miles of road. I believe that
comparatively few people live along this
road. Our job just now is to endeavour {o
export more. Last year we imported £18,-
000,000 worth of goods, and tried to pay for
them by exporting £15,000,000 worth, leav-
ing £3,000,000 on which we shall be payiny
interest for many years, That is the dif-
ference betwecn the exports and the imports.
If people are to live in comfort and bave
work, our exports must at least be cqual to
our imports, and in this country they ought
to be more. They will not be more if we
do not spend our borrowed money wisely. I
notice that €£66,000 is set down for trading
coneerns. W have about £3,000,000 sunk
in these things. 1f there is any man who ean
say that the money would not have heen bet-
ter invested in some other way, which would
have meaut more work for our people, I
should like to meet him. With some people
State trading concerns sre very popular.
They are wonderful things in the minds
of some. Ministers have found it a cheery
cecupation endcavouring to manage Stats
trading concerns about which they lmow
nothing. I do not suppose the present Min-
isters know much about handling them,

Mr. Kenneally: They administer them
sympathetieally, which was not the case

previously.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course they have plenty of sympathy,

but sympathy does not make them goad
manggers. We want something more than
sympathy, My sympathy goes out to the
Ministers who have to manage them, and to
the people who have to pay for them, ps
well as the men who are out of work heeanse
of them, My svimpathy goes out in the right
direction.

Mr. Kenneally: You have a peculiar way
of showing it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Any man
who savs that this £3,000,000 would not Lave
done more to create employment and bring
prosperity to the couniry does not Lnow
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what he is talking about. We have written
off half a million on our State steamers. {t
is true that in the old days they made a
profit of nearly £300,000,

Mr. Sleeman: Why did you not sell them?

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I wish [
had.

Mr. Kenneally: Is it your policy io sell
the Btate trading concerns?

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I will sell
the hon. member very cheaply. These State
tradinz eoncerns may get votes, Some
people may believe in them. Some people
believe :hat everyone whe trades is more or
less & rogue, and that the State trader is the
only honest trader. People do not get tim-
ber more cheaply now they have a BState
trading concern. It is dearer than it was be-
fore.

Mr. Kenneally: It might have been dearer.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
paying more for timber.

Mr. Sleeman: Have the State ships done
anything in regard fo freights?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
told tbat someone came from the North on
a State boat and saved £30. The State boats
are responsible for the loss of more than
£30. They have kept the North-West open,
and have served that part of the State as
other parts have been served by railways.
The State boats frading on the North are
different from the ordinary State trading.

Mr. Steeman: So the people in the North
are not to reeeive any consideration!

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
mean anythiog of the sprt. The workers have
received more consideration from me than
they are ever likely to receive from the hon.
member. He merely says “Give us Siate
trading eoncerns, irrespective of what it may
mean to the workers.” It will be difficult in-
deed for any hon. member to prove that the
State trading concerns have made anything
cheaper, or that they have provided any more
work for the people. It would be much easier
to prove that the £3,000,000 spent on the
State trading concerns would have provided
more work and opportunities for the peo-
ple if the money had been spent in the legiti-
mate funetions of government.

Mr. Sleeman: It is a wonder you did not
sell them.

Hon, Bir JAMES MITCHELL: I wounld
sell thern all.

Mr. North: Tt is not possible to chuck
them away.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I would
put the money into assistance to workers to
become farmers to produce wheat for the
Fremantle lumpers to ship.

Mr. Davy: If they would.

Mr. Sleeman: And which they do——

The Premier: Qccasionally!

Mr, Panton: Opposition members should
go down and try it themselves, then they
would see how the Fremantle lumpers shift
the wheat.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: State
trading is justified in some instanees, parti-
enlarly to break down nionopolies.

Mr. Sleeman: I am glad to bear you say
that.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
State trading is justified under those con-
ditions.

Mr. Sleeman: That is what it has done.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: On the
other hand, State trading has exploited the
people and made requirements dearer.

Mr. North: Yes, partiendarly bricks and
timber.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Instead
of pledging our faith and extending our
sympathy to State trading econcerns, may we
nol go into the question and see whether
something hetter cannot be done with the
money. In Western Australin we have
learned as a State to co-operate with the in-
divideal in the development of our country
for the good of the individual and the State
to an extent that has heen done nowhere else
in the world. Is it not ten thousand times
better to do that than to expend money on
State trading concerns? If itisnot, T am a
Datchman. Of eourse it is much better. Let
us be honest in this and in all matters
that we undertake for the publie. It is right
that we should be perfectly frank, and if we
can see any good in these concerns, let us
acknowledge it. If we see barm in them,
let us say so. If we consider the expenditure
of money in that direction is unwise and that
we could do better by spending the money
iu other directions, let us say so without hesi-
tation.

Mr. Sleeman: And if we can put a few
ghillings in their way, let us do so.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Certainly.

Mr, Sleeman: In the way of the State
trading concerns, I mesn.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope
the hon. member buys his firewood from the
State sawmills!



2284

Hon. &, Taylor: And his beer from the
State hotels.

Mr. Sleeman: And his implements from
the State Implement Works.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
not a State implement on my farm.

Mr. Kenneally: Now you are showing how
patriotic you arc!

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I am as
great g patriot as the member for Eust Perth
(Mr. Kenneally), and [ was going to say,
not so great a fool! Of eourse I will not say
that. I am wiser, however, when it comes to
buying State implements.

My, Sleeman: Stinking fsh again.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: While we
should huy Australian goods if possible, on
the other hand if we can buy British rails,
for instance, cheaper than the rails ean he
produced in Australia with the aid of highly
protective dutics. the Government wounld be
foolish to pay more for the Australian rails.
The duty is put on to ecover added costs and
wages, aud if the manufacturers cannot eom-
pete with the aid of that duty, they should
not make rails at all. That is the point. The
Premier would be utterly wrong to pay more
than is a fair thing for Australian railzs. That
is to say, he should not pay more than the
importel price plus duty. Is it to be ex-
pected that the Premier would pay more than
that? Of course he would not do so. My ad-
viee to hon. members is to see that they get
good value for articles they buy. Scotland
is a great place, becanse the people there
give value and get valoe,

Mr, Sleeman: They patronise their own
goods.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
they do not all do as some people here do
and say, “Buy Australian goods at any
price.”

Mr. Sleeman: No, they say “Buy Scottish
goods.”

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know that they do. However, we would be
foolish indeed to pay wore than is a fair
thing for our requirements.

Hon. & Taylor: I like to hear these
roosters talking about patriotism! Where
wag that patriotism a few years ago when it
was needed?

Mr. Sleeman: Yes, vou waved the flag.

The CHATRMAN: Order! Hon. members
must keep arder. T they will not do so
after T ask them repentedly to do so, T
shall have to take action.

1 have
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITUHELL: Appar
ently State trading is a sore subject and
had perhaps better leava it at that. For th
development of mining, £80,000 is ineclude
and thut covers repayments on account o
water as well. There werc some things tha
1 did while in offiee that have lived long afte
they should have and this is one of ther
We provided money to cover the rebate o
water supplies, because we were paying £75,
000 as interest on a loan that has since bee
paid from the sinking fund. As we are nc
paying that interest now, I think the Wate
Supply Department should supply the wate
al the increased cost and not take £45,00
eagh year to cover the rebate. I do not pro
pose to deal at any grear length with othe
items on the Estimates. What we have t
ask ourselves is how best we can serve thi
State. [ have already said that the test o
service is in the employment of our people
We must provide work and we can do tha
only by the creation of national wealth
Again T say pgo to Fremantle and see th
wheat pouring on to the wharves there. FEacl
bag is worth at least 1%s., and that shoul
bring in hetween £7,000,000 and £8,000,00(
this year. That money will be in ecirenla
tion and will provide work time and agaii
for the people throughout the State.

Mr. Griffiths: Not if the strike lasts to
long.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T hop
it will not. We are continually having
strikes.  The rapidity of sales is as im
portant as the sales themselves, = TIf thy
ships are to he held up there will be a ver;
great loss to the State and to the people
Tt will mean tremendons unemployment. T
all the people could be at work all the time
2ll would be well, but everyone is in trouble
when a lot of men are out of work., The
strike will lead to a lot of unemployment
and when men lose their jobs, they cannol
get them back quickly. If the wheat is nol
shifted and money is not cireulated people
eannct do the work they would otherwise
accomplish. We should endeavour to keep
the shipping going. A strike does not mean
merely the loss of wages to the lumpers; it
means hangine np the State and its activi-
ties.

Mr. Qriffiths: Tt will probahly check the
buying of wheat.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELT, : And
probably decresse the prire to the farmer.
Then there are the railway trucks.

Mr, Griffiths: Demurraee will be charged.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In the
gircumstances the Government will not
charge demurrage, but we want the trucks
to move quiekly. If a number of the trneks
are to ba held up for a fortnight it will be
a gerious thing for the Railway Department.
If we bave to provide trucks on the basis
of continnal strikes, we will have to supply
at least 30 per cent. more trucks and engines.
I believe that if the men at Fremantle had
their way there would be no tying up of the
ships. 1 am surprised that they allow them-
selves to be instructed from the Eastern
States. Tt seems dreadful that beecause
trouble oceurs there our people must join
in whether they desire it or object to it. I
believe the trouble that oeecurs frequently
would be avoided if our own lumpers were
the deciding factors. Strikes mean losses to
them as well as to the other workers. It is
utter selfishness since the men are not
striking beenuse of the rates of pay they
receive or because of some great principle.
So far as I can see they are merely striking
because the people in the East want them to
do so. I suppose there is no escape for that,
but I wish onr people conld aet independ-
ently. Tt is useless for people to claim that
the effects do not extend heyond the
wharves. Already the efleets are being
felt from Fremantle to Falgoorlie and
from Geraldion to Albanv.

Mr. Kenneally: Does the hon. member
think his eontribution this evening will assist
in the seftlement of the trouble?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Idonot
know that anyv contribution made by the
hon. member would ever assist in the settle-
ment of anything. I know it is eustomary
for people after a strike has been started
to say, “If you do not do as we ask, you
will be responsible.” That is utter
childishness. I do not think that any-
thing T say is likely to make any differ-
ence; if T did, I would say a bit more.
But T do not suppose it will. At any rate
I bave some knowledge of the matter, and
T have sulficient confidence in the men to
know that they do not want this strike.
My opinion is they want to do their duty
to the eountry. I am not blaming them, T
am blaming the leaders who allow such
agreements to be made. I do not propose
to disecnss taxation at any length, but I
should like to point out that if there be
extravagance in the expenditure, the result
mmst be increased taxation. Already it is
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tar too high when we remember that we
have to pay Federal taxes, Stale taxes and
the taxes imposed by local authborities, ab-
sothing about 20 per cent. of all we pro-
duce. Federal taxation is the heaviest,
being three titnes as much as that of the
State. We have a great opportunity in
this country, and it will come to us when
we develop it thoroughly. To-day we have
discussed the building of a railway to
Wiluna, and I do not think anything has
given this House greater pleasure for a
long time than the fact thai we can and
have anthorised a Bill for the eonstruction
of a line that will open up a new goldfieid.
We have an enormous territory still un-
developed, but we hope to be able to make
a great deal of it available for settlement.
There are great opportunities south of
Southern Cross and between Burracoppin
and the sea right to Esperance. Let us
open it all up and not hesitate tn spend
three or four millions on railway construe-
tion. I think with that amount of raoney
we should be able to make availahle all
the agricultural land that we know of for
the moment. There will be no difficulty
about settling it easily, because there is an
enormouns demand for it. There will be no
trouble in dispesing of the produce from
the whole of this area and at satisfacotry
prices. We must in addition pay atten-
tion to our outports, Albany, Geraldton,
Bunbury and Esperance, and we must do a
rreat deal more for shipping at these ports,
otherwice we shall have a eongestion at
Fremantle. When we remember that Great
Britain last year bought 491 million pounds
worth of foodstuffs, we can vealise that
that is more than the total valne of food-
stuffs produced throughout the Dominions.
Therefore there need be po e¢ause for
anxiety., There will be markets, and the
Tmpire will buy what we can produce.
Then in turn we should buy the Empire's
goods. We can come much nearer to an
understanding throughout the Empire if
we adopt that policy. It will be good for
our pcople. Some of the messages Chat
have come through lately give us great
hope with regard tn the Old ".and. There
is no doubt that it will return to its former
prosperity and that a great many people
will again be at work. The Old Country is
not in quite the position many people
would have us believe. America, we know,
has more money, which she made during
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the period of the war, but England is in a
better position than any other eountry,
even allowing for ler indebtedness to
America. Bhe has fur more investments
abrond than before the war. The amount
was Lour billions before the war and it is
five billions now. She always has a ten
pound note in her pocket to lend to =
friend no matter where he may be, and in
what part of the world. It is marvellous
to belong to such an Empire and we should
do everything to assist it. It is right too
that we should be more self-contained than
we arc to-day. We ought to buy British
goods and if we do, Britain will buy food-
stuffs Lrom us.  We are getting nearer to
that state of affairs now, but we must not
hesitate to open up the country. It is
true that we do nnt absorb a great number
of people when we are settling the wheai
belt, for the reason that the blocks arc
necessarily large, but as time goes on the
development will be greater because town-
ships will spring up. If we go along the
eastern line we notice the progress being:
made in towns like Merredin and Keller-
berrin and many others. That must eon-
tinue with our general development. We
must also settle our South-West lands and
the group settlements must be carefully
managed. It is all 4 matter of expendi-
ture. T am sorry that we have so much
money on these Estimates for railway con-
strnetion and mueh less for expenditnre in
other directions, but when one goes through
the BEstiwates, it is hard to say which
item should stand down. Tt wounld, how-
ever, be a fine thing if it were possible
to say that most of the items had
to stand down so thet we might spend the
whole of the four million: in epening up the
country. We would then get out of our
troubles very quickly. Tt could be done with
n little risk. but it migh! enst the Govern-
ment theiv lives.

The Premier: The trouble is we cannot
stop other works, but [ think we eould de
far more than it is necessary that we should.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It be-
vomes a diftienlt load unless the earnings are
adequate. Turning {o =ome of the items, we
find that we have to provide £300.000 under
the Federal agreement for the constraetion
of roads. That sum is in addition to what
the Federal Government are giving us. When
giving evidence hefore the Constitution Com-
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wission I expressed the bope that the Fed-
crul Governent would continue to let us have
the grant Lhat they are now puying us,
freed of hampering conditions, so that we
might vse it for general development. We
cannot spend £3,000 or £6,000 n wiie on
our roads. If our country were sufticiently
populated to justify it, we could build solid
roads that would need searcely any mainten.
ance for the next 20 yeayz. We have to re-
member that it is several Lhundreds of miles
to Albany and Goraldton and Southern
Cross, and a long distance to Bunbury, Alto-
gether, ihere are thousands of miles of roads
in the State that have to be maintained ander
reasonable conditions, and over which people
must pass frequently. We cannot devote a
grent deal of money to the making of a few
hundred miles of road. We must have hun-
dreds of miles of reas.nably good roads
rather than a few miles of perfect roads.
With this expendifure we can do no more
than have reasonably good roads. If the
Federal Government wish te help us, they
should give us a very much freer hand in
the spending of the monzy than we have to-
day. 1 nm not referring to the contrnct sys-
tetn as wpposed to the day labour system.

Mr. K. B. Johnston: The principle of the
Federal Government dictating terms is all
Wrong,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITOHELL: Yes. OQur
AMain Roads Board have the job of building
roads and keeping themn in order, but they
eannot Jdo it under present arrangements.

The Premier: They dictate conditions
which are not necessary in this State. T
they do not vary the attitude that was ad-
opted at the recent conference, T am not
hopeful that the arrangement will be con-
tinued.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope it
will be possible to get the £380,000 a year.

The Premier: It is impossible to earry on
at present.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTITCHELTL: Tt may
he possible that the terins ean be modified
sn that we can use the money as this Par-
limnent thinks best. I win sorrv a larger
sum has not been provided for railway eon-
stroetion. I hope that when the Egtimates
come down again, no matter what work may
be held up for a year or two, more money
will he provided for railway construetion.
T notiee there is nothine on the Estimstes
providing for the Wiluna line. Tf the Pre-
mier thinks he will have tn build that next
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vear, he may have to bring down supplemen-
tary Estimates. I hope it will be necessary
bt build the line belore long,

The Premier:

yet.

There has been no survey

Progress reported.

Liouse adjowrned at 10.15 pom.

Legislative Council,

Thursday, 1st December, 1927,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

AMessage from the Goverror received and
read notifving nssent to the undermentioned
Bills:—

1, Broomehill Lot 602,

2, Rueing Hestrietion.

QUESTION—LANDS BEYOND LAKE
MOLLERIN,

Hon. I. J. YELLAND asked the Chief
weeretary: 1, Tn view of the Railway Ad-
visory Board’s report, recommending ex-
tension of the Fjanding Northward line
bevond ILake Mollerin. what action docs
the Minister contemplate taking to make
the farning lands there available for selec-
tion? 2, Wil he bring this land under the
provisions of the Agriealtural Bank Aet
':’ul‘th“'ith 1

The CLIIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Surveyors are now at work subdividing all
the country in the locality referred o, and
the Lands Department will be in a position
to throw the blocks ¢pen early next year
2, The Trustees of the Agricultural Bank
will be prepared to grant advances on the
usual basis on approved bloeks within 1214
miles of approved lines, and 75 per cecat.
value of improvements over that distance
up to 20 miles.

QUESTION-—STATE INSURANCE
CLAIMS.

Workers' Compensation.

Tlon. II. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary : 1, What number of elaims have been
made on the State Tnsurance Office under the
Third Sehedule to the Workers’ Compensa-
tton Aert? 2, What number have been ad-
mitted, and what is the totnl amount of eom.
pensation paid? 3, What number have heen
declined ! 4, What number are still wnder
consideration?

The CHIRE SECRETARY
36. 2. 16, €3,020 {0 30/11727,

veplied: 1,
3, 14, 4, b,

BILL—BRIDGETOWN LOT 39%A.
in Cemmittee. ete.

Bill passed throueh Committee without de-
hate, reportrd withont amendment, and lhe
repnrt adopled.

Ttead o third time, and passed.

BILL—UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.

Drew— Central) 14407 in  moving the
second  reading said: In 1904 the Woest-

ern Australian Government reserved 4,146

aeres ax a Ulniversity endowment. The
greater  part  of (his, namely, 4,114
aercs. consists of TPerth suburban Iots,

and there are aleo 20 small conntry townsite
bloels, The University eannot sell these
lands, but can lease them for 21 years, or
with the approval of the Governor-in-Coun-
¢l for 99 vears. The University have in the
past subdivided four of these areas—at Suly.
iaen, Daglish, Claremont and Spearwood, re-
speciivety-—in the hope of letting building



